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are going around annoying people as I have
indicated. Because they have no money io
spend, they are eating into the rates and an-
noying the residents. 1 noticed a striking
mstance of what is geing on throughont the
State when 1 watched some men working last
week. There were two municipal employees
and z foreman—the foreman had his over-
voat on. They were engaged in replanting
some Ltrees in place of some that had died
The two men were endeavouring to dig one
hole, and the foreman was looking on. Some-
onp elsc came along later to plant the trees.
On the other side of the road there was a big
motor lorry—eontrolled by  private enter-
prise—mamied by one man who was londing
it with sand and was able to get away in
sthout the time it took the two men and the
foreman to dig a hole for a small tree. That
is an indieatton of the extravagance that is
going on from one end of the country to the
other. 'The movement is led by members
of the Government. We have heads of de-
partments travelling round the country und
spending money here, there and everywhere.
Then they return to town and urge the oflice
buy to chase around in an effort to cconomise
in pins and nibs, paper and paste. We
will never rid ourselves of our troubles
until we fuce the task of reducing the cost
of production of the articles we can produce
to a level that will enable us to compete in
the world's market. When we do that, we
can talk about preference for our goods
within the British Bmpive. [ sappert the
metion,

On motion by Hon. J. Nichalson, debate
adjonrned.

flouse adjourned at G.53 p.m.

———— A T &

Aegisiative Assembly,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3
p-n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DISABILITIES UNDER
FEDERATION.

State Committee’s Repurt,

Mr. GRIFPITHS asked the FPremier: ],
Daes the report of the State Committee own
Western Australia’s Disabilities under Fed-
erition (1932) show that the State woulid
have benefited to the extent of £1,561,063
annually by being separated from the Bast-
ern States? 2, Does he agree with Mr. H.
K. Watson’s review of the report when he
states that the henelits should e inereased -
by an additional amount of £603,000% 3,
Does the State Comnuittee agree with M.
Whafson in his contention that the Stafe
would henchit by ot least £2,000,000 annually !

The PREMLIER replied: 1, The Commii-
tee estimated that Western Australin would
have henefited by at least £1,561,065 during
the finaneial vear 1928-29 if the State hadl
hecr free to mnpose the sane rate of custowm-
dutics on goods imported from the Laster.
States as iz imposed by the Commonwealih
Government on approximately similar 2oods
imported from overseas. 32, 1 am awaitine
a report from the State Commiltee on My,
Watson’s figures. 3, Mr. Watson's figure-
are heing examined by the Conunittee.

QUESTION—WHEAT CARTING
BONUS.

Mr. BROWN asked the Minister for
Lands: Is it the intention of the Government
o re-enact the wheat carting bonus for the
forthecoming season?

The JMINISTER FOR LAXNDS replied:
This will he considered at the proper time.
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QUESTION-GROUP SETTLERS,
DENMARK.

Agricaltural Banl DPolicy.

Mr. WANSBROUGH asked the Premier:
1. Is it a faet thai the Agriculturali Bank
has intercepted ail incomes from settlers on
swamp section Group No. 113, Denmark!
2, If w0, what i~ the position of the mer-
vhant: who supplied manure upon first lien,
as agreed to by ihe bank! 3, What is the
pusition of the general storekeeper who sup-
plied the necessaries of life during the pro-
duction of such income? 4, Ts it also a faet
that the Agricultural Bank Frusiees are de-
manding full enrvent interest lom (two)
such settlers, while only 50 per cent. i= being
requested from others on this group? 5, If
s0, why the differential treatment? 6, Does
the Agricultural Bank propose to supply
seed and manuve to sueb settlers for this
coming season’s ¢ropping, together with sus-
tenance?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, The Agrieni-
tural Bank has claimed all polato proceeds.
but no other revenue, under Section 37a, bhut
portion has heen released to ench settler. 2,
The merchant supplying manure was given
a first preference tor the amount advaneced
For the last erop. and this has been or will
bhe honoured s proceeds arve collested, 3,
While the crop woas growing, su~fenance ad-
vances of £1 per week were available for
cach scttler to carn, and part proceeds Laove
been veleased to settlers, 4, One year's in-
terest bas heen demanded From two settlers,
six months” interest from three settlers,
and ene has abandoned.
has been directed in regard to two settlor-,
Irom whom full vear's inlere~i is beina de-
manded. 6, The Bank proposes 1o Hnanee
a further evop of potatoes for the remain-
ing three settlers, seed and manure to he a
first charge against the proceeds.

A, Dispossession

QUESTION STRUCK OFF NOTICE
PAPER.

Mr. RAPHAEL: At the last zitting of
the House I gave notice of a guestion, but I
~ee this question has been vmitted from the
Notice Paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: I struck out the question
Irom the Notiee Paper, hecanse 1 did not
think it was a fair thing to ask any indivi-

dual member of the Housce his opinion upon
the partienlar matter referred to by the hon.
member.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS,

On motion by the Premier, ordered: That
the House, unless otherwise ordered, shall
mect for the despateh of business on Tues-
days, Wednesdays, and Thwsdays at 4.30
p.n., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m., if neces-
sary, and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. on-
wards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE-
CEDENCE.

Un motion by the Premier, ordered: That
an Tuesdays and Thursdays Government
business shall take preredence of all motions
and orders of the day,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,225,000.
Megsage.

Message from the Administrator received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Standing Ovrders Suspension.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
{Hon. Sir James Mitchell — Northam)
[448]: I move—

That so mueh of the Standizg Orders be
suspended as is nceessary to cnable resolutions
from the Committees of Sapply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and adopted on the
same day on which thev shall have passed those
Cummittees, and also the passing of a Supply
Bill through all its stages in one day, and to
enable the busines: aforesaid to he entered
upon and dealt with before the Addeess-in-
reply is adopter.

Question put and passed.

in Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved inte Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Richardson in the
Chair,

THE PREMIER ({Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Xortham) {4507: I move—

That there he granted to His Majesty om
account of the services of the vear cnding
the 30th .June, 3932, u sum not excecding
£2,225,000.
I should like to explain that T am to-day
asking for Snpply for three months, We
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have et late this year, largely due to the
tact that 1 have been attending Loan Coun-
cil meetings in the Eastern States. As it i3
now vear the end of August, | am asking
forr Supply to eavtv s on until the end of
September.  The amount asked for from
Consolidated Fund is in accordance with the
expenditure of last yeamr. That is the usual
procedure. The amount of the General Loan
Fund is greater by £400,000. This 15 due to
the Fact that for theze three months a speeial
amount has been allocated.  Ft will he ve-
membered  that there was an amount of
€290,000 allocated for the velief of unem-
plovment.  Very little of that money was
pent last vear, hut €290,000 will he spent
during the next three months,

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: How is the £290,000
made up?

The PREMIER : Tt iz inade up of £145,000
horrowed by the State, and £145,000 repre-
senting a grant Irom the Federal Govern-
ment.

Hon. W. D, Jolinzon: Nid yvou borrow the
£145,0007

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. W. 1. Jahuson: What intevest de
yon pay?

The PREMIER: The interest is 4
eent., phas 1y per cent. sinking fund,

Hon. W, D, Johuson: Tt was, T take it,
negotiated by the Loan Couneil.

The PREMIFR: The menexy had to he
harrowed from (he hank by each State, each
Stale makiug its own arrangement.  That
accounts far part of the £200,000 of excess
over last vear's expenditare. For the year
a sum oof £1,180,000 lias heen approved by
1he Loan Couneil.  The sum of £300,000 is a
gpecial loan to assist wdemployment, while
the £200,000 ha= alveady  been explained.
The s of £1,180,000 will be raised on short
loan Trea=ury bills al a rate of interest at
4 per cent., earrving a ) per cent. sinking
fund,  The £300,0080 will probably be a
short {erm loan with a heavy sinking funel.
The sinking Fund may bhe as high as 3 per
eent.  These amountz will he available if
they can be raised.  With rvespeet to the
three meonths of this financial vear, pro-
vision has already heen made for an expen-
diture. if deemed uecessary, up to £600,000.
It is diffeult to get men whe are out of
work  absorbed  guickly  into  employment,
bt the £290,000 ix now being spent in that
direction. (n the debit account, the amount
fixed by the Loan Conneil is £765,000, and
we shall have to live within that amount.

per’

Mueh will depeud wpon when we can get
men hack to work as to what portion of
the sustenance fund ean he =aved to revenue,
There has not been very inmeh saved as yet,
beeanse it takes some time to cet men hack
into emplovment.  The Aonual Estimates
are now in comrse of prepavation, amd it
should be possihle Tor wmie to present them
bhefore very long. The presentation of the
Loan Estimates ought fto he earlier. T am
gsorry | oaw nop able yet to finalise the Esti-
mafes, and cannot give to memhers further
information in regard to the probable ex-
penditire aud revenne for the coming yvear.

Hon. P, Collier: Whar was the amount
fixed by the Loan Counetl for the delivit this
vear !

The PREJMIER: It was £765,000.  We
expert o wet £200,000 more by way of a
srant.

Hon. B Collier:
L£765,0007

The PREMIER: Ti has nothing 1o do
with that,  We hope to get £200,000 exten,
hut that will first have to he paszed by the
Federal Parlinment.

Hom, W, T Johnson: One will earry in-
terest and the other is a srant.

The I"REMIER:

I~ that inechided in the

I am not talking aboeut

the prant.  The £200,000 wounld go o
1evenne.
Hon. W. 1o Johnson: Wil that  make

vour deficit £1,200,0007

The PREMIER: No. The £765,008 iz
the deficit approved hy the Loan Couneil.

Hon., P. Coller: L think [ see what it
means; the deficit inchades the £200,000.

The PREMTER: The smount will have
to be passed by the Federal Parliament.

Hou, ', Collier: Tt is only for one year.

The 'REMIEK: Yes.

Hon. PP. Collier: But the grant was v
a period.

The PREMIER: For five vears, and then
for one vear.

Hon. P. Collier: They keep us on a stringy
from year to year.

The PREMIER: Tt the amounts were
increased cvery vear, it would be all right.

HON. P. COLLIER !Boulder) [5.01:
Thiz Bill invelves a fairly large sum, duc
to the fact that we are wweeting later in the
vear than has been the enstom. Therefore,
as the Treasurer has explained, provision i-
made for Supply for three months instead
of two, as has heen the practice. T do not
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feel quite vclear about two or three of the
points touched on by the Treasurer. One is
as to the mmount for the granting of relief
of unemplovieent. Tast winter the arrange-
ment was on the fifty-fifty basis, that is to
=ay, the State Government undertook to pro-
vide an amount cqual to that which the
Federal Government agreed to grant.

‘The Premier: That is so.

llon. 1. COLLIER: The total amount
warde available for relief of unemplovment
wias 200,000, and €145,000 of that amount
was a grant, not a loan, from the Common-
weaith,  OFf course, the ather States al:=o
had amounts granted, on a population hasis,
T bhelieve.  Several of the States, T under-
stand, reveivell Jarger grants than we ve.
ceived.

The Premicr: The original sum propos=el
was £10,000,001

Hon. P. COLLIER: Between all
States. That was subsequently reduced.

Hon. .J. C. Willeoek: The original zamn
wis £10,000,000,

Hon. P. COLILIER: That was a proposal
which was not adopted. As regards the ex-
penditure of the £145,000 granted by tho
Commonwealth Government, a board lhas
heen appeinted, but only as regards the
Commonwealth expenditure, and not as re-
wards any anwnnt that this State horrows,
nof as regards one €145,000.

The Premier: As o matter of fact, the
Federal Parlinment passed n Bill rendering
It neeexsary that the hoard npprove of the
expenditure of our €145,400.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T= that the posilion
fo-day, then!

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Have the hoard teo
approve of the expenditure of the whole
£200,000, or only of the expenditure of the
Commonwealth half?

The Premicer: Of the whole.

flvn, P COLLTER: That is most extra
erdinary.

The Premievr: Ti is,

Hon, P. COLLIER: T shall have some-
thing to sax later coneerning that uspert.
We have heard a good deal ahout Stale
vighis, secession, and other thing=: but the
Commonwealth has drifted more towards
ahzolute unification during the past six
months than during the whole 30 odd yenrs
of its existence.

Hon. W. D. Jehnson: Ts it drift, or is it
de-iem !

the

i

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt has happencd
through the deliberate act of the Federal
12arliament.

Hon W D Johnzon: Positive design.

on. P. COLLIER: To wmc it seems
monstrous that the Commonwealth shounld
nut be satisfied with the appeintment of a
hoard to approve, or to withhold approval,
of the expenditure of money granted by the
Federal Government, bhui should want the
board also to approve or otherwise of the
expenditure of our monev, money that this
State bas borvowed, mouney for which we
are liable, on which we have to pay interest,
and which we shall subsequently have to re-
pay. T fai’ to understand on what grounds
the Comnonwenlth usk for control of the
exnenditure of oir money,

Hon, W, I Johnson: They eannot trust
the State.

Mr. H. W, Mann: The control is applie-
able to all the States.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 take it, naturally,
that we are not =ingled out for special treat-
ment in this respect.

TTon, W. D. Jolinzon:
orly ineompetent!

Hon, P. COLLTER: It is most extra-
ordinary that we :hould have money made
available to us through the Loan Couneil
and that thereupon there should be set up
a sort of master in the form of a hoard to
see that we spend the money in the ap-
proved direction, a divertion to he approved
Ly the board.

Hon. W, . John-on: By fwo men.

Hon. P. COLLIER : 1 awn not questioning
vither the personncl or the gualifieations of
the board, but T am questioning the prin-
ciple of the thing. It i3 the principle I com-
plain about. T could understand the ap-
pointnient of a board, perhaps, to approve
of the expenditure of money which was a
special grant by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment; hut to go bevond that and say that
there must be approval of the expenditure
of the whole of the amount appears to me
most extraordinarv. [ should imagine that
uothing but a desperate condition of things
would be sufficient ground for any Govern-
ment to accept monex under such eonditions.
This is foliowing somewhat on the lines of
the grant for main voads. The principle
was established when grants were made for
the construction of main roads, and the Fed-
eral Government are going to continue and
extend that principle.

We are not the
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: Was uwot the prin-
ciple approved at the Premievs” Conferenee!

The Premier: No.

Hon. P, COLLIER : It has been approved
by all the Premiers concerned to the extent
that they have aceepted fthe money.

The Premier: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premiers may
have accepted the money under protest; bat
to the extent that the State  CGuvernments
have aceepted and expended the money, they
have approved of the principle.

Hon. \V. D. Johnson: Do you suzgest that
this was done without its being submitted
to the Premiers’ Conference?

Hou. P. COLLIER: I take it that this is
a deeision of the Loan Council.

The Premier: It is not.

Hon, W. D, Johnson: You were informeidl,
surely, before the Act wag submitted to the
Federal Parliament?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Federal ariia-
ment passed an Aet authorising the grant.
I suppose that is the way it is done.

The Premier: Yes,

Hon. P. COLLIER: And then- precan-
tions were made applicable to the variois
States.

Mve. Raphacl:  The Commonwealth must
have thought all the 1'remiers were Langs.

on. P, COLLIER: Tater I shall have
smmething to say regardmg the aclions of
the Commonwealth, and not only in this
direction, hut in others as well. 1 do not
want to dwell upon the question of unibiva-
tion at the moment: bat if the time has ar-
rived when we shonld have unification, 1 con-
sider that the penple,onght (o have some saxv
as to the terms and conditions of unifien-
tion, rather than have it forced upon them,
willy-nilly, by the acts of the Federal Par-
Tiameul without reference to or vonsultation
with the people of the States or their repre-
sentatives in the State Parliaments.  Now,
the £600,000 from the Geunera! Loan Fund
15, T take it, not based upon three months
expenditure,

The Premier: It is £200,000.

Hon. P. COLEIER: Tt is not expected
that £2400,000 will be available for the
vear?

The Premier: No.

Hon., P. COLLIER: That would he the
amount if this LE00,000 were a one-fourth
proportion.

The Premier: Yes, The £290,000 brings.
that up.

Hon. . COLLIER: We have been carry-
ing in for six weeks without authorily,
Parliament has, of evurse, been in the habit
of doing that to some extent; but the period
this vear is longer than in previous yenrs,
A scheme of new works has been embarkwl
upou. Many of those new works have al-
ready been commenced, mrd o nunber  of
other works will, so far as we can learn, he
commenced shortly.  The money for which
this Bill asks is (o be expended on  thewe
works, aml T think we onght to have some
information to Justify the House in passing
the amount, 1 would remind hon. members
that thiz is pructieally the only opportunity
they will have of crificising the nature of
the works alveady  commenced, the works
ahout 1o be started, and all the details in-
volved.  This is the only upportunity, in
granting Supply.

The Premier: No. There will be un
opportunity on the Loan Estimates,

Hon. P, COLLIER: 1 wmay remind the
Treasurcr that long before we reach the
Loan Estimates, or even the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure, this money will
have heen expended. The Bill only asks
lor an amount to carry over three months.
Therefore, I repeat, this money will have
lbeen expended hefore the Fouse wilt have
a forther opportunity of dealing with the
mabter.

Ion. 5. W. Munsic: We wonld have to
deal with it within six weeks, because six
weeks of the period bave expired already.

Hon, I’ COLL1ER : Yes, and most of the
jobs are comparatively small jobs. Some
of them will last o month, some two or
three months. Aany of them are under
way al present, amd others will be cowm-
menced soon.  Again, these works have not
vet heen approved by Parlimnent; this is
lhe first opportunity we have had of dis-
cussing them. It may well be that many
of us will consider that much of this money
eould be expended in a dirvection altogether
different From thal proposed, and with
greater benefit Lo the State. That may be
a matter of opinion, but still T Think we
ought to have justification for the works.
T mention once again that this is the omly
opportunity available to members for eriti-
cism. I do not cxpect the Treasurer to
supply detailed information regarding these
works, as most of them are under the con-
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trol of other Minisiers, The money will
be expended by departments controlled by
other Minister=. We ought to be furnished
with particolars of the works. Where are
the works to be done! TIn the metropolitan
area? If so, what is the amount to be ex-
pended in the metropolitan area, and what
is the nature of the works proposed to be
carried out there! Similarly with regard
to works in the eountry, How much money
15 to be expended on road work?

The Minister for Works: None.

Hon, P. COLLIER: That is all informa-
tion we might be given. How much is to be
expended on water supply, how much on
drainage, irrigation, or other works of thut
nafwre?  Surely hon. members wHl not
mersly sign a blank cheque to-day and say
to the Government, “You ean select what-
ever works you chooze; whatever you decide
is all right.” Members ought to be in-
formed, and I hope Ministers will be able
to give the information required. I am con-
cerned as to the amount of the money that
is to be expended in the metropolitan area,
the relative proportion of that as against
the money to he expended in the country
districts. I am also concerned as to the
nature of the works to be done in hoth n-
stanees,

The Minister for Works:
spent on voad work.

Hon. P. COLIAER: That is one point
cleared up. Thus the money will he spent
on other works, T am glad to know that
none of it will be spent on road work, be-
canse if some were to he spent in that dir-
vetion eloser serntiny wounld be necessary.
We might bave another £20,000 or £30,600
=pent on some road deviation, em wome road
tiwough a national park, or to some cave.
We shonld make sure that nothing of that
deseription is intended.

The Premirr: There wa< €150,000 spent
on one road.

The Minister for Waorks: It was £140,000.

Hou. P, COLLITER : Which road was that?

The Premier: The road south of Perth.

Hon. P. COLLTER: That is a hichway.

The Mimster {or Land<: It was a very
custly highway,

Hon. P. COLLTER: That road iz one of
the highways hetween Perth and Fremantle,
It eannot be said that either the road through
1the National Park—except, perhaps, on
Sundavs—or the other to Yanchep Caves is
a highway. The road the Premier mentions
serves n good purpose, whatever it may

None will be

Lave cost. Then again 1 should like to know
if any of this money is to be spent ¢n the
roldfietds.

The Prewmaer: The waler supply scheme
will take a tremendous lot of it

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, on the mains.
From the newspaper reports, I notice that
what seemed to be a very large amount is
t> be spent on replacing portions of the
main. T can understand that any money
spent in that direction is absolutely veces-
sary in order to preserve the main.

The Minister for Lands: Tt i- essential
ts mainiain that water supply.

Hon. P’. COLLIER: Of cour-e it is
There has  been  considerable  expendi-
ture in that direction, and from my
own experience I kuow that engineers
have never heen given anyithing like the
amount they required, and which they re-
garded as necessary to preserve the mein in
a safn condition to ensnre the eontinuance
of the water supply to the goldtields, either
by the present Government ot any previous
Government. But there are other water sup-
plies. I would like to know whether it is
proposed to provide a water supply for Ora
Banda from the expenditure covered by the
Bill

The Minister for Mines: No.

The Minister for Works: We are investi-
zating that question. It is not work in view
for the next three months.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T have uo doubt that
when we gei the details of the expenditure,
I shall have no ddifficulty in pointing out
many works to be undertaken that are not
nearly so important as the provision of =«
water supply at Ora Banda.

The Premnier: We were merely asked to
have the matter investigated. Of course, it
is necessary fo investigate hefore making
provision for a water supply.

Hon. . COLLIER: Quite so.

The Minister Eor Mines: At any rate, the
matter has heen investigated, and we have
filled the dani.

Hon, ¥. COLLIER: That will carry the
cenive on for a while, bul onsidering the
number of men who nre prospecting and the
tonnage that is going through the battery,
the dam will not provide a water supply for
any lengthy period.

The Minister for Mines: 1t will make pro-
vision for four months’ supply.

Hon P. COLLIER: That means that at
the end of that period, the hattery will he
closed down and the prospectors will be idle.



The Minister for Works: At any rate, we
have been making investigations, and reports
have been received,

Hon. P. COLTIER : This is the time when
provision should be made for a water supply
tor Ora Bauda, bhecause there is no certainty
that any loan money will he available after
the period of threec months covered by the
Bil. T think the Premier said that the loan
position regarding the balanee of the finan-
cial year was uncertain,

The Premier: That applies to all moneys.

Hon. P, COLLIER : The Loan Couneil has
previded for three months of the finaneial
year only, and the question of further loan
moneys will be considered at a meeting of
{he Council in two or three months’ time.

The Premier: Before the end of Septem-
ber.

Hon. I’. COLLIER: Yes. 1 think that is
the position. Having regard to the condi-
tion of mining, and the development that
has. taken place in the Ora Banda distriet,
all of whieh is known to the Minister for
Mines, [ liave no hesitation in saying that
some of the money available at present
should be wtilised i the divection T lave
indieated.

The Premier: The water supply at Ora
Banda has been required for a long time.

Hen, P. COLLIER: That i- quite trae.
It was required when T wag in oflice, but at
thut ttime not a qnarter of the number of
men were employved theve that are engaged
e the field now, nor was theve anvthing
approaching  the  present  founage moing
through ihe baltery. The position there has
entirely altered.  Then again, T should like
{o know whether it is proposed to spend any
of thiz woney on the eonstruction of rail-
ways that have heen authorised. The Com-
mittee xhould have some information on that
point. It has been sugpested in the Press
that the Government prapose to comnence
the construction of  the Bovup Brook-
Cranbrook railway. [If that is so, what has
happened to the Yarramony-Basiward rail-
way? T ean only assune that the statement
vegarding  the econstruction of the Bovup
Brook-Cranhrook railway is incovreet, and
that it has heen decided hy Cabinet to start
ihe Yarramony line. 1 must assume that,
heeause the member for Avon (Mr. Grifliths)
hasg pot asked his customary guestions about
the line. This is the first time he has failed
to do so, and possibly the explanation is that
he pos<esses some inside inforimation and
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thut the Yarramony line is to be cominenced
shortly.

Hon. AL . Troy: The Premicr smd it was
to Le one of the first lines construeted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If it is proposed to
start the construction of the railway, I shall
have something to say about it. I shall raise
the question as to whether, at this stage,
having reward to the position of our rail-
ways, the mileage per head of the popula-
tion, whicl is the greatest in the world fo-
day, and the whole situation generally, and
having regard also to the nbsolufe wm-
certainty ol the mouey market in the near
future or for some years to come, this is the
time when we should embark upon the con-
struction of new railways,

Hoen. W, D. Johnson: Then theve is the
question of modern methods of transporta-
tion.

Hon, I'. COLLLER: Yes. 'Theve is the
Eael  that  eailways, like tramways, arve
being superseded by metor transpertation
in many divections. The Committee shounld
have an opportunity to discuss that phase
before any new railways are commenced
in Western Australia. We read also in the
newspapersg that o fair proportion of this
meney—I1 think the amount is £30,000—is
to be expended on school buildings in the
country distriets. I have no doubt that
that is a very desivable way of expending
money. From my own cxperience, [ know
that in the country distriets and in the
metropolitan areas as well, there has heen
an insufficiency of school accommodation
for years past. T am aware that the linan-
eial position has enforced cconomy in that
direetion during recent years, and that
there is a faiv proportion of belated huild-
g und repairs calling for aftention. I
should like to know—the reports in the
newspapers did not elearly indieate the
position—whether any other buildings,
apart from school buildings in the country,
are to be attended to. .There is no section
of the community that has sulfered more
during vecent years than the men asso-
ciated with the building trade. T refer to
bricklayers, plasterers, plumbers, carpen-
ters, and all the other workers interested
in the huilding trade. Those men have
been hit harder than anxone else, hecnuse
building operations have nlmost complelely
censed. As most of those men had been in
receipt of foirly high wages, and had been
able to retain some small reserve funds in
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hand, which prevented them from seenuring
the advantage of Government sustcnance,
they have not heen able to secure even
Iabouring work that has been available to
others, Wherever possible, some of the
money covered by the Bill might be ex-
pended with advantage in the mefropoli-
tan area to provide relief for men whose
callings have heen assoctated with the
building trade.

The Premier: When some of the larse
buildings in course of construction are
completed, the position will he worse.

Ton. PP, COLLIER: When the Common-
wealth Bank and one or two other large
buildings are completed, it will make a biw
difference. amd will put a large number of
men ont of emplovingnt. There has heen
a very smaydl move in the building frade
recently.

The Minister for Lands: The move has
heen cansiderably more extensive during
the last half-vesr than duving the previous
stx months.

Hon. P. COLITER:
was small.

The Minister for Lands: Three hatels
are heing constructed in the city area.

Won. P. COLLIER: But, generally
speaking, the building trade is stagnant.

The Minister for Lands: That is zo.

Hon. IP. COLLIER: [ do not expeet
that suflicient money is available now to
finance the construction of a new hespital,
hut the neeessity for that work was urged
some years ago. 1 suppose we shall hav
to earry on with the accommodation avail-
able now for some considerable period he-
fare money can be found for a new hos-
pital. 1 know the senior schools in the
metropolitan area have been in a stale of
disrepair for some vears. I do not know
whether provision is made for any more
bridges, apart from the Causzeway.

The Minister for Works: The wmoney
for the Causewayx will not be provided for
under the Bill.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then the necessary
money must come from some other souree.
Perhaps the Minister will give us some in-
formation on the point.

The Minister for Works: The
will be derived from traffic fees.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that is so, the
Minister is anticipating Pavliamentary ap-
proval, hecause the work has been com-
menced already, according to newspaper

But the movement

money

reports.  The Minister s taking a big rigk
ih tinkering with the Causeway in antici-
pation of an amendment of the Aet. There
= a great difference between vonstrnciine
an improved Canseway and merely iinker-
ine  with the existing structure by
widening it hy ten feet. | doubt if ir

will be possible to make to that old,
ramshackle  affaiv, which it ha< heen
{for many decades, alterationz {hat will
be of any real value and that will

not he a waste of monex, seeing that the
stracture will lave to be rebuilt ins the near
futare,  li is a matter for engineers, hut
to a mere lavman, having reganl to ils ase
and appearance, the Causeway does uot
zgem 1o ho in a condition that will permit
of it heing effectively dealt with by merely
widening it by eonstructing a 10-feei path
over the pipehnes. The Minister's action imdi-
vafes what a sure grip the Governmment have
over the members sitting on their shle of the
House, secing that he can start sueh work
in anticipation of Parvlismentary authovity,
By the tme that authority can be obtained,
the work will be more than half finished.
Then again, much of this work that is goiny
on, or is to he commeneed, is, or will be, ear-
ried on under sustenanee conditions.  That
i5 to say, those who have been in receipt of
sustenance in the past, =omce of whowm have
received larger amounts than others, aceovd-
imr to the number in their respective fam-
iliez, will he emploved on the works, and the
expenditure of the money volved will he
at sustenance rates, plus £1 a week,

Hon. W. D. Johuson: That will not apply
to work on the Causeway, surely!

Hon, A, MeCallum: Yes, it will.

Hen. P. COLLIER : Those condirions will
apply to all works.  The hardship will fall
oit the men who will be furced to take work
in the country, hecause the major portion
of the work, T understand, will he in the
country distriets. While a number of men
will he engared loeally—that is to say, if
work is being done at Bunbury. Northam, or
Geraldion, the men on sustenanee in those
districts will be emploved and  therefore
might he ahle to live at home—a consider-
able number will he residents of the metro-
politan area who will he forced to go to the
counfry and consequently fo maintain two
homes on the extra £1 per week. The man
who is engaged on work, more particularly
in the eountry, will have to incur expendi-
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ture for clothing and equipment that will
be mnech heavier than in the case of a man
living at home in the metropolitan avea,
If the amount of work is governed hy the
amount of money available, an injustice will
he imposed npon the married men forced to
zo to the country if something more than is
proposed is not provided for them. Let it
be understood that whilst these works will
absorb, we are given to understand, some-
thing like 12,000 wmen

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is an exaggera-
tion. )

Hon., P. COLLIER: Assuming it to be
correet, the men will all be on part-time.

Mr. Raphael: And there will stil] be 4,000
unemployed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T do not suppose
work will he provided for all the nnem-
ployed. The point is that only part-time
employment will be provided, aund so the
puosition of the men will-be very little, i€ any,
hetter than when drawing sustenance and
not employed at all.

Mr Panton Not as good.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In some instances it
will not be as good;-in some instances it
might be somewhat better.

Mr. Panton: They would require more
clothes and boots and that sort of thing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is s0. When a
man is engaged on laborious work, he needs
clothing, that is not essential when he is un-
rmployed. The Government arve not finding
work for 12,000 men; they are providing
them with sufficient work to enahle them to
carn the money ihey were formerly drawing
by way of sustenance, all on part-fime em-
ployment. Another hardship that has op-
erafed all along is that a large number of
men who have heen unemploved for varying
periods during the past two years——

The, Premier: Some of them for four
vears.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Uremier may
make it four years if he likes; that makes it
all the worse. Thev have not drawn susten-
ance; they had a little money lodzed in the
savings bank and have Theen spending it
veonomeinlly and paying their way, T met
a man ui the Town Hall the other day. He
said, “I am just going into the bank to draw
&4, the last of €110 that I had in the hank
when I first got out of work.” He had made
his savings guv as far as they would. When
men have not been drawing Government sns-
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tenance, they are debarred from employinent
on relief works.

Mr. Hegney: The same thing applies to
men whose children are keeping thowm.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That js so. It is a
real hardship, and is pennlising the thrifty
section of e cormmumity. T do not infer
that all wmen who have drawn sustenance
have not heen thrifty, but there are some
who, no matter how lony they had heen n
work, in the Brst week their  employment
ceazed, sought sustenanee, There ave other
men who have been keeping themselves for
periods of six months, 12 months and longer,
and heeause they lave not applied to the
(iovernment for sustenance, they are de-
bareed from getting a job. It is enough to
make men say, as some have remarked to
me, “What inecentive is there for a man to
put a little away when he is treated as an
outcast and debarred from getting employ-
ment unless he is absolately without a shil-
ling ¥

Mr. H. W. Mann: ¥ think your Govern-
went initiated that principle and it has been
continued.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Perth ean always be relied upon to find an
excuse for the Government. Even it the
cxcuse has no relationship to the facts, he
will advance it.

Hon, M. F, Tray: Periectly unsernpuions!

Hoa. I’. COLLIER: It is or ought to be
known that the maximim amount that any
one man can earn, no matter how large the
family, is £3 2 weck. I1f a man has a wife
and no family, he reccives 14s. sustenance
plus £1 a week.

Mr. Panton: Less hospital tax.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; and an addi-
tional 7s. is granfed for every child. T think
something hetter could he dones There is
evidence that a proportion of the men are
heing placed on contract work in country
districts.

Mr. Sleeman: Piecework.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, so much per
vard, or so much per chain, as the case may
he. Many of those men will work the whale
five or six days a weck and then not earn
half wages.

Mr. Raphael: Some of them only 23s.
week.

Hou. P. COLLIER: I have scen the re-
sults of the efforts of some of the men on
piccework, not men accustomed to office
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work, but men who have heen aceustomed
to lahorious work. As a result of five or six
days’ effort thev have received less than
wages. That is the effect of piecework, which
15 in uperation wherever it is possible to
adopt it. The Government have gone fur-
ther. XNot only are they imposing the cor-
dition that Government work must be given
only to sustenanee men, hut they are stipu-
lating that contractors tendering for Govern.
ment coutraets are to employ men on the
=une terms and to employ sustenance men.
Hon. 8, W, Munsie: And pav sustenance
rates. '

Hen. I®. COLLIER: Yes.

Mr. Raphael: A general reduetion ol tie
standard of wages.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T n Labour Govern-
ment had dared to interfere with private
enterprize, or with the right of a private
emplover lo engage whom be liked in the
expenditwre of his own money, there would
have been a erv from one end of the State
to the other about Governminent regulation
and Government interference.

Hon. .J. C. Willeock : And big headlines in
the Press.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. In the present
circumstances, however, there is not a word
said ahout it. How do the Government jus-
tify their attitude that if a contractor ten-
ders for any work provided by the expen-
diture of this money, whether for cement or
pipes or material of any kind, he shall not
be free to employ whom he likes! What
justifieation is there for interference of his
kind with private enterprise? The contractor
iz not free te engage whom he pleases; he
must take men who are on sustenauce, and
take them on sustenance eonditions; that is,
part-time emplovment. Surely the Govern-
ment realise that this will mean increasing
contraci prices by at least 25 per cent.!
What contractor is going to take the risk
of puiting on a hody of new men quite un-
accustomed to the work, men who will be
allotted to him by the Government, nnt men
of his own choice, and then, after having
worked them for three days, put them off
and take on a new staff, again men who know
nothing of the work?  Surely it is qnite
plain that such a policy must resuli in in-
creasing contract prices by at least 25 per
cent., which increase the Government will
have to pav. Let nie read this precious elause

i2]

in the conditions attached to the Govesnment
tender form-—

Any additional labour to his regular cm-
ployees which the contractor muy reguire for
the carrying out of the work under the con-
tract shall he supplied by the Unemployment
Board on application by the contractor, and
the contraetor shall obtain and shall, on de-
mand, proeduce for the information of the en-
gincer a certificate of the board that such
labour has been obtained, and particulars of
same. Such additional labour shall be em-
ployed part-time and paid aceording to the ar
rangement made by the board with the eon-
tractor.

What have the contracturs to say to this
regulation of their business by the Govern-
ment?

Hon. S. W. Munsie: [f a Labour Govern-
ment did that, the Press would eome ont with
hig leadlines every day.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If the Government
find they have not sufficient money to em-
ploy men full time and of necessity have to
resort to part-time employment, what jus-
tilication is there for saying to every pri-
vate employer or contractor who obtains a
Covernment contract that bhe must employ
his additional labour on part-time and under
sustenance conditions? It may be that a
number of men are available who were pre-
viously emploved in some of the works for
years. Those works have probably been
closed Por six months. A contraet is ob-
tained for the supply of material, and the
works are restarted. The employers cannot
re-engage their former employees, who had
hecome accustomed to the work, men whom
they Lnew and men whom they were reluc-
tantly compelled to put off. The employers
raust take men who are on sustenance, men
sent to them by the department in charge
of sustenance. It is a most extraordinary
interference with the rights of private em-
plovers. It means that because the Gov-
ernment are net able to employ men on full
time—I do not say that they can in the
present eircumstances—they say to private
employers, wherever they have the power to
do so, that they too must bring wage earners
down to part-time employment and payment
under sustenance conditions. The gates of
the private employer as well as the gates
of the Government are to be closed to the
workers. Ib is outrageous on the part of
the (Gfovernment, when letting contracts, to
say to the private employer that he must
employ the men that are sent to him and
under terms and eonditions =tipulated by the
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Government, in other words, pari-time work
and sustenance conditions. T ean imagine
what sercams to high heaven there would
have been inside and outside the House if
our Government had inaugurated a policy
of that kind, declaring to private employers
the conditions under which men would have
to be employed.

Hen., 8. W. Munsie: The member for
Perth is not saying now, “Your Government
initiated that prineciple”

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 am not under any
illusion as to what the member for Perth
will say when he gets on the platform during
the next elections. Before we can agree
to grant Supply, the Government must give
us some information about the various points
I have raised. At the swme time they must
justify the enfirely new principle as far as
Western Australia is concerned, and indeed
any other State of the Commonwealth. We
cannot grant Supply to a Government that
slands for a principle of saying to private
employers, “You must employ whom we
want you to employ and who suits us hest.”
I hope there will be some information avail.
able in this respeet. With regard to the
Harvey drainage scheme, that has been
guing on for a good many months. I be-
lieve that 2,500 men have been employed
there. I have no hesitation in saving that
that work has cost and is eosting ahout five
times more than it should eost. It is being
done by methods that are as antiquated as
bullock-drays would be for transport to-day.
Fancy 12 miles of drains of varying depths
and of great width being excavated by men
warking with wheel barrows! In all work
¢l excavation to-day machinery is employed
which will do as much work in a day as it
iz possible for 100 men to earry out in
the same peried, There are travelling mach-
ines, erected on rails, scooping up the earth,
raising it and domping it out. Instead of
this we find the earth is being laboriously
wheeled away in barrows. I understand that
the justifieation for the adoption of this
antiquated method, is that if it had been
carried out with the aid of a modern plant,
comparatively few men would have been
emploved. As it is, there are 2,500 men
engaged on the work and the exent of their
wages is 258, weckly. They were put on to
carry. out the work in an antiquated fashion
s0 that they might he emploved. I am not
complaining about the men being employed,
but are there not many other works about
the State that require to be done? Are

there not hundreds of miles of roads that
reed to be constructed? There are dozens
of undertakings in which labour could be en:-
ployed, not merely for the sake of employ-
ment, and which need not be carried out in
the most expensive manner it is possible to
think of, Just imagine that in Government
depots there are lying idle expensive mach-
ies that were specially purchased for work
similar to that being undertaken at Harvey.
T hope that at the earliest opportunity the
Minister for Works will be able to let us
know how much per cubie yard that drain-
age work is costing the State. T have some
knowledge of that kind of work because
I was once engaged in thabt class of under-
taking myself, and I have a fair idea what
it should eost per cubie yard to carry on such
excavations. T have also a fair idea of what
the cost should he if the latest machinery
were employed. I am mnot far wrong
when I say that the FHarvey scheme
is costing more shillings per yard by adopt-
ing the present methods than it would cost
pence per yard by the more modern way.
The present system represents uiter waste
of money and gross waste of labowr. It is
employing labour to no purpose whatever;
it is a waste of human energy when there
are many other works in the State on which
the men conld be engaged. There are other
irrigation schemes, roads to be made, and
railways to be constructed. Even if the rail-
ways were not constructed, the earth works
could be carried out. I do not know when
the Harvey scheme is fo be completed; T
understand that somewhere ahout Christmas
we shall see the end of it.

Hon. A. McCallum: Why pick Christmas?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was said that it
would last 12 months. Even at this late honr
the men employved there should be found
useful work in other directions in the State,
and the machines that are lying idle should
be taken there and used. I hope the Alin-
ister will give us the information that we
have asked for,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam)} [5.35]: I should like to
explain with regard to the £145,000 grant,
that at the Loan Council it was arranged
that the expenditure of that amount should
be approved, by two representatives on a
eouncil appoeinted by the Federal Govern-
ment, hut later on when the Bill was sub-
mitied to the Federal Parliament it contained
a clanse which gave the Federal Government
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the right to approve or disapprove to the
extent of the £250,000. The principle is
wrong, but it bas heen donc. Of course they
need not let us have any money.

Hon. J. . Willcoek: Who are “they”?

The PREMIER: “They” are the Federal
Government. It was a Federal Government
that put the Bill through. The Federal
Treasurer must raise the money under the
Financial Agreemeni. The Loan Council
may authorise the raising of money and after
that the Federal Government raise it. The
Leader of the Opposition knows that loan
monevs anthorised in his time have not heen
raised vet. TUnder the Financial Agreement
‘the Federal Treasurer alone can raise money.
We are spending it in anficipation of its
heing raised.

Hon. P. Collier: If the Loan Couneil says
“you must Taize the money,” the Federal
Government must raise it.

The PREMIER : The Federal Government
does not raise money without the approval
of the Loan Council.

Hon. P. Collier: But if the Loan Council
says “you must raise the money,” the Fed-
eral Government cannot refuse to do 0.

The PREMIER : The Leader of the
Opposition knows that money authorised to
be raised in his time has not yet been raised.

IHon. P Collier: That is so.

The PREMIER: The only person who can
raise money is the Federal Treasurer. It is
for the Loan Council to approve, and after
that for the Federal Treasurer to raise the
money. To-day it is impossible to raise
money except by short-dated bills. That was
not contemplated when the Finanecial Agree-
ment was presented. The agreement applied
only to loans, but in view of the financial
position in Australia the Loan Council had
to deal with all moneys, whether revenue
shortages or loan. T agree with the Leader
of the Opposition that it would be wrong in
principle for the Federal Government to
interfere with the expenditure of money
granted to a State. or of money raised by a
State. The Federal Government should trust
the State Governments of Australia to spend
the money raised by them.

Mr. Sleeman: What about frusting the
local authorities to spend their own money?

The PREMIER: We do that.

Mr. Sleeman: With a clause inserted such
as that read out by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion!

The PREJMIER : There is a certain
amount of money available for the provisien

of employment. it has to he made go as Far
as possible, aud certainly the men on susten-
ance are betfer off earning an extra £1 per
week. It applies only to the additionzl men
put on to do this work, which of course has
to be paid for from the State’s loan funds.

My, Sleeman: In some cases it is nearly all
they have pol. They have heen praetically
closed down, and this bit of work has allowed
them to open up again

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Sotne of the employ-
ers have given notice to men who have been
working with them for vears past.

The PREMTER : That, of course, was not
desired.

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: But you knew it mast
come If yon insisted upon the other men
being in.

The PREMIER : Many jobs, sewerage and
drainage and other work, always must go
on. Then there are the repairs to the Fre.
mantle wharf, which must be carried out.
And a great many men must he paid on the
goldfields pipe track, which iz‘long overdue
for renewal. As a matter of fact, 300
miles of it is in a very had state, necessi-
tating a patrol ahead of night trains for
fear of a washaway. Tt will take a great
deal more money than is allotted now to
restore the pipe line to a safe condition.
That work was approved by this House,
as were also the irrigation and drainage
works. They have been going on under
that approval. The clearing of railway
lines was authorised by this Hounse. It
does not mean that the rails can be laid
down, but it does mean, as the memher for
Geraldton said, that those lines when
cleared ¢an be used as roads until hetter
times come and the increased traflic war-
rants the construetion of the railway. The
tramway work was authorised by this
House at the request of our friends op-
posite. In the Geraldton distriet there are
some works appertaining to the water
scheme. Those works are approved by the
member for CGeraldton.

Hon. J. C. Wilcoek: Yes, of course.

The PREMTER: It is something this
Hounse authorised to he done. There is a
water supply there, and whenever vou put
in a water supply you provide for expen-
diture for the rest of time. Secarcely any
of those works enumerated are not auth-
orised by this House. There is the clear-
ing of land which from time to time has
hbeen undertaken in periods of unemploy-
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ment, whether by this Government or by
the preceding Government. That is a good
class of work for unemployed persons, and
it is going on. It has not been authorised,
it is true, but it represents a comparatively
small sum of money. Of course we cannot

talk of ecompleting the railways; that
cannot Dbe done mnow. Every penny
of available money must be spent on
work within the State, and in fur-

therance of that poliey we have cut out the
importation of material from overseas as
far as possible, until it has been reduced
to a very small sum. Members will agree
that it is a right poliey. So there is no
chance of laying rails at the present time.

Hon, P, Collier: We eannot buy rails
just now.

The PREMIER: And we must keep
within the State as much of the value of
the money as possible.

Hon. P. Collier: You can do the elear-
ing for railways.

The PREMIER: We are doing that on
the Boyup-Cranbhrook railway route. The
Meekatharra-Wiluna line is not quite eom-

pleted. Then there is the other railway in
the South-West. Not a great deal of

money is required to complete those two
railways. So there is not verv mueh work
which has not been authorised. T realise
that it is not usual to discuss these things
at this juneture, but I know also that the
times are unusnal, I am sorry more wages
cannot be paid to these men. Tf it be
found possible to pay some of them more
from the money available, more than we
are able to pay them now, it certainly will
be done. I am hopeful that with the re-
turm  to  better times posifions will be
found for the men in private employment.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: But vou dictate
whom private cnterprise shall employ.

The PREMIER: XNo, we say that all
those paid from this fund shall work under
the same conditions. That ought not to be
objected to by the hon. member. Tt is our
desire simply to he fair to all the men whe
draw from this fund,

Mr. Kenneally: You wish to get them
all down to the same level.

The PREMIER: Nop, to get them all up
to the same level, and to get them on to
a hetter level when we can. If the money
can be spent fairly for the whole of the
people out of work it should be done. Tt
would not he right to say to one half of

those unemployed, ‘““You shall have fuil
time work, but the others shall not have
any work at all.”’

Mr. Marshall: You are not sorry ithey
have to work for sustenance, are you?

The PREMIER.: Yes, I am.

Mr. Marshall: Well why did you give
authority to private cmployers to come
down 20 per cent. below the basic wage?

The PREMIER: I wished that to be
applied only to the hon, member.

Myr. Marshall: Fortunately you cannot de
that.

The PREMIER : The hon, member is well
paid now.

Mr. Marshall: And you are overpaid.

The PREMIER; The Leader of the Op-
position has raised this question about works
anthorised and unauthorised. There are
some works which need expenditure and on
which the expenditure must be made.

Hon, P. Collier: Yes, sometimes that is
Lecessary,

The PREMIER: The goldfields pipe line
is in a very mnech worse condition than either
the Teader of the Opposition or I was aware
of, and the work of repair must be under-
taken.

Hon. P. Collier: To some extent it has
been going on for many vears.

The PREMIER: Yes, and in consequence
it is all more or less in the same state at the
one time. It will take some vears before
we ean complete the renewals. The lining
of the pipes has heen going on for some
years, and it iz very fortunate that the pipes
ean be lined and so given a longer life. But
it is & very costly business. I do not think
we ought to be criticised for doing that work
or any of the works I have mentioned. If
there be any work to which members might
object, surely it would he some work which
was not being done in continunance of an
authorisation given during the past session.
At such a time it is utterly impossible to
think of spending on the Causeway the
£500,000 which will he required for the com-
plete work. If for the time heing 10 feet
can be added to the width of the Causeway
for a sum less than one year's interest on
the estimated cost of the complete scheme,
then surely it is worth while. One would
like to see a new Caunsewny built of cement,
a structure everybody could be proud of.
But sueh a work cannot be undertaken at a
time like this,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Surely your esti-
niate of the complete schente is not correct,
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Half the capital expenditure was for re-
ciamation work, outside the Causeway alto-
wother.

Nitting suspended from 6.I5 to 7.0 p.m.

The PREMIER: I was pointing ouf that
»ll the works we are undertaking have heen
discussed by Parliament and authorised by
Parliament.

Hoa. P. Collier: The reforestation work
you are doing is not all pine planting.

The PREMIER: No; there is reforesta-
tion of jarrah.

Hon. P. Collier: T understand it is both
—pine planting and regeneration of karri
and jarrah forests.

The PREMIER: Regeneration of jarrah
forests. That is more important work with
ug than the planting of pines, Similar work
has been done under the vote of the Torests
Depariment for years, and usnally there has
been a small item on the Loan Estimates,
ahont £10,000, but now more money is heing
spent fhan has ever been spent on such
work. It is good work for the unemployed.
and very useful work for the State. I would
like the Committee to realise that this work
will enable the department to release more
timber when the demand oceurs than would
otherwize have been possible, The regrowth
has been verv much betfer than was anfiei-
pated, and certainly very mmch better thon
ihe results obtained under the old system of
allowing the forests to re-establish them-
selves. No exception can be taken to work
snch as keeping the pipe-line in repair, work
on railwayvs or harbowrs or other undertal-
ings that are established, or for the confirn-
ance of works that have bheen disenssed and
authorised hy Parliament. The Committee
might well make a close scrufiny of averv
work that has not bheen authorized or of
works upon which we are not merely con-
tinuing expenditure. T hope the Leader of
the Opposition will be satisfied with {he
explanation.

HON. A. McCALLUM (South Fremantle)
[7.34]: T hope the Premier iz not under
e impression that the Commitfee will be

satisfied with the very seant amount
af information he has wmiven us. We
ave only asking for what we are en-

iifled to have when we <eek full infor-
mation as to the way in which this monev
is to be spent. Surely we are entitled tu
have a list of works supplied setting forth
the propozed expenditure opposite each
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item, so that we may know the purpose for
which we are voting the money.

The Minister for Lands: It has never
peen dope before.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: In recent years it
bas been regarded as a formal matter that
Supply would be granted, but an extraor-
dinary situation has developed. There seems
to have grown up as an excrescence on the
Constitution a super-Parliament that dictates
to the Parliaments of the States. It appears
that not only the State Government but the
State Parlioment has no authority in the
matter of how mueh money is to be spent
cach year, or how the money is to bhe ex-
pended.  The Premiers’ Conference iz
nsurping the powers of the State Parlia-
ments and is laying down the poliey, and it
is wmerely left to the State Parliaments to
record what has been done at the Premiers’
Conference.

The Premier: Oh no!

Hon. A. McCALLUM: We are asked to
relingquish our position as represeatatives ot
the people.

The Premier: That is as regards the
amount to be raised.

Hon, A, McCALLUM: The Premier has
admitted that it is not mevely a question of
ihe amonnt to be raised. The other Premiers
are dictafing to him and he is aceepting
their dietation to a far greater extent. If
we are merely to record what has happened
in the East, and if Premiers’ Confereness
are to determine just what is te be done, we
shall have unifieation in practical form.

The Premier: We have unification in
finance, practieally.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: The Premier
seems to he lending himself to that, and 1
want him to infuse a little energy into comn-
hating it. He seems to be handing over the
power of this Parliament entirely.  The
Premiers are dictated to by the Common-
wealth Government, and we are asked to
atlow the vote fo go through without havingy
any information at all. Will the Premier
explain how 3t has come about that we are
not entitled to determine in what direction
the money provided by the people of this
State is to be expended? The Premier was
present at a conference in the East at whiea
the Premiers were told by the Common-
wealth Treasurer that unless they agreed to
a certain decision they could pack their
traps and go home.

The Premier: Never!
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Hon. A, MeCALLUM: T will read the
report to the Premier—

The Aecting Trcasurer, Mr. Bruce, said that
unless the Governments were prepared to sub-
seribe to this reselution, their representatives
might as well pack up and go home.

The P’remicr attended that conference.

The Premier: From what are you read-
ing?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: From the “West
Australian” of the 19th April, 1932. The
Premier sat there and took that sort of talk.
He was treated like a naonghty boy—told
that unless he did something, he would bs
whipped and sent to bed without his tea.
He waz (old that he might as well pack his
traps and go home if he did not agree with
what the Commonwealth Treasurer had pro-
posed. He remained there and aecepted
that sort of dictation.

The Premier: Of course I did not.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: The Premier 1s
always protesting his concern for the inter-
ests of the State and his jealousy for pre-
serving State rights and has gone so far as
tc advoeate secession. One would have
expeeted him to enter a protest, but he let
it go without a protest of any description.

The Premier: Nonsense! The newspaper
was not represented and you do nat know
what ocenrred.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: If the Premier
wishes to disarm eriticism, he should from
bis place in Parliament fully explain his
attitude.

The Premier: My attitude!

Hon, A. MeCALLGM: He should noi
leave us to judge hy the only information
available to us and the publie, namely, the
report in the columns of the Press. The
Preomier has not contradieted the report and
has not given any information in the Honse
or outside it. Consequently we can arrvivs
at no other conelusion than that the Premier
aceepted the position. The Premier has
allowed the position of the State Parlia-
ments to be undermined, and has raised no
protesi. I may have suited the Premier to
pass over the matter on this occasion, be-
cause of the political colouring, but I warn
him that if in futvre the same principle he
again applied, it may be used with damning
effect against him.

The Premier: What prineiple?

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Recently we had
the experience of the Commonwealth Parlin-
ment passing a law to intervene between the

Government and the taxpayers of a State.
The object was to step in and prevent the
Parliament of the State from colleeling the
taxation it had levied. If that{ was noi over-
riding the authority of the State Parlia-
ment, I do net know what is. Where wiil
action of that kind lead? I know what
would have happened had it heen done by
u Federal Labour Government. 1 am not
defending the aetion of the New South
Wales Government in defying the Common-
wenlth and failing to meet its responsibili.
ties to the other States of the Common-
wealth. I am not here to support the afti-
tude of the New South Wales Parliamenl,
but I protest against the Commonwealth be-
ing allowed to undermine the authority of
State Parliaments, defying them, and plae-
ing them at naunght.

The Premier: To what are you referring?

Hon. A. McCALLUM: To the setion of
the Commonwealth Parliament in passing o
law that the proceeds of taxation from in-
comes, amusements and horsc-racing must
be paid into the Commonwealth Treasury,
and that that would release taxpayers from
their obligntions to the State. We may be
unanimens in the opinion that the happen-
ings in New South Wales were undesirable,
but if the principle upon which the Com-
monwealth acted is admitfed as constitu-
tional, it might be nsed with deadly clfeet,
partienlarly against o State like Western
Australia,

The Premier: I think every State pro-
tested. .

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Possibly some dis-
ability may he heaped upon us that we as a
Parliament, as well as the people, might
unanimously agree is beyond the ability of
the State to bear, and the Commonwealth
might pass a iaw and seize all the income
taxation to which the State Governmen*
were entitled.

The Premier: I think every Siate pro-
tested.

Hon A. MeCALLUM : If the Premicr
entered a protest, 1 should like fo see it.

The Premier: I tell you we did.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM : The Premier should
have protested from the floor of the House.
Had he done so, he would have had the back-
ing of Parliament. If he has entered s pro-
test he has been very silent about it. Not
one single ifem has been published showing
that by word or deed the Premier entered
any protest.
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The Premier:
tested.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Let the Premier
tell us how he did protest. He has not men-
tioned the matter, but passes it by without
any reference.

The Premier: We cannot prevent the
passing of Federal legislation.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: He could have
prevented this from being accepted by this
State Parliament.

The Premier: We did protest.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: It is a startling
authority for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to take to themseves. If that is to be
accepted we are wasting our time and the
people’s money. If a Labour Government
had attempted to do this there would have
heen an outery from one end of Australia
to the other. It would have been said that
in defiance of the Constitution and without
the authority of the people, the Government
were stepping in and enforcing unification.

The Premier: It was a Labour Govern-
ment which first sued New South Wales.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: The Labour Gov-
ernment followed the constitutional course
through the courts of the land. They did
not attempt anything like this. The New
South Wales Parliament passed an Aet to
levy a tax on mortgages, and the present
Commonwealth Parliament passed another
Act to say that it should not apply. If the
Commonwealth Parliament can say to one
State that it is not to tax mortgages, or that
taxes have to be reduced, or that only a
nominal tax may be imposed, is there any-
thing to stop them from doing the same sort
of thing with regard to any class of faxa-
tion ?

The Premier: The courts would not allow
it.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: The hon. member
could have taken the opportunity fo chal-
lenge this action through the courts.

The Minister for Lands: Is it not the
fault of the constitution? Tt was challenged
and the High Court upheld it.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: This tax was not
challenged.

The Minister for Lands: The other one
wWas.

Hon. P. Collier: The Morigage Act was
not ehallenged.

The Minister for Lands: 1t was not put
into operation.

Hon. P. Collier: The New South Wales
Grovernment went out shortlv afterwards.

Every Government pro-

Hon. A. MeCALLUM : The Common-
wealth Parlinment passed their Act saying
that the State law, whieh had not received the
assent of the Governor, should not come into
operation. The same principle eould apply
with regard to taxation on land, income fax,
amusement tax or any other tax, and the
authority of the State Parliament wounld
no longer exist. This great secession Pre-
mier of ours allows this sort of thing to go
unchallenged. He is the great State’s
righter who is going to protect our rights
against this sort of thing, but he allows it
to go without protest, and he meets this
House without even mentioning it. Even in
the Governor’s Speech we find no reference
to it, nor has there heen any reference to it
by the Premier during this debate. The
Premier protests that he is a State’s righter,
but his nctions peint to the contrary. He
does not seem to care how much the Com-
monwealth authorities take from him.

The Premier: They did not take anything
from us.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: They established a
precedent which will shatter the anthority of
State Parliaments, if it is allowed to stand.
Are the Federal authorities to be allowed to
dictate to us to the extent of saying that
unless we agree to a certain proposal we
ean pack up and go? How is it the States
have not done anything to curb the activities
of the Federal Government in this direction?
The Commonwealth Government are the most
extravagant Government in the continent,
and are still carrying on their extravagant
ways. Are they to dictate to us and saxy how
we are to mncrease our taxation, how mnch
money we are to have, and how we are to
spend our money? Arve they to he allowed
to go on in their own way without any in-
terference from us? The Premier has fre-
quently voiced his opinion regarding the ex-
travagances of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

The Premier: So¢ have you.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: And I am here to
repeat what I said. The Leader of the Op-
position has voiced his opinion and told the
Premicr where he stood. The latter need not
have the least doubt hut that he would have
had hoth sides of the House with bim if he
kad stood up to these several extravagan-
ces,

The Premier: You had six vears in whieh
to do it.
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Hon. A, MeCALLUM:  We had nothing
like the interference with us that has gone
on in the ease of the Premier. We weve
not totd to pack up and go home.

The Premier: They did not tell us to do
that.

Hono AL MeCALLUM: They did not tell
us to inerease our faxation or to deo this
or that particular thing. That kind of die-
tation was not hinted at. It is not enough
for the Commonwealth Government to say
they are balancing their budget. That is not
enough in view of the ¢conomic situation of
the country. They have invaded ficlds of
taxation belonging to the States. They have
heaped up eosts upon the people to the ex-
tent that the State has been prevented from
giving social services and gaining in rev-
enne, hecause of the inroads that have heen
made by the Commonwealth. Ty it not fair,
in view of the financial position of the Stotes,
that they should insist upon the Common-
wealth Government getling out of certain
activities they now control, thus giving the
States an opporfunity to get round the
corner, which they cannot do in ordinary
eircumstances?  Why should the Common-
wealth say we must do this or that before
we are allowed any money? Why do not
the six States reply, “You get out of the
new departments vou have ereated and forego
all this extra taxation vou are imposing”?
In these new Commonwezlth Departments
salaries ranging from £1,000 to £2,000 a
vear are being paid. These amounts are
comnmon in the Tederal service. The States
have heen prevented from doing necessavy
social serviees hecause of the extravagance
of the Commenwealth authorities. We know
well how many duplications there are be-
tween the Federal and State departments.
Why should the FKederal Government raise
money from the people in order to maintain
a Forests Department, when they lave no
forest territory to administer?

Hon. J. C. Willcock: There is a little at
Canberra,

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Many of the peo-
ple in the eountry have larger orchards than
the Federal Government have forest aveas.
There are bigger cabbage gardens in my vlee-
torate than there are aveas in the Federal
forest country.

Hon. 1. Collier: And they have a schoul
of forestry.

The Tremier: But no trees.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: There 15 a small
pateh of pine trees under their control.

Hon. P. Collier: They are paying about
£2,000 a year to the officer in eharge, and he
has no forest to control.

Hon, A, McCALLUM: That department
costs the country a good deal, as does also
the Commonwealth  Henlth  Department,
which supervenes on vur Health Depari-
ment, The Federal Public Works Depart-
ment was established to ereate johs for highly
salarvied offieers. I travelled on the Great
Southern line in the same carringe with a
State architect and a Commonwealth avehi-
teet who were going to inspect buildings in
Albany. The State Governwment sent their
officiul to inspeet the schools and the police
station there, and a Commonwenlth officer
was sent to inspect the post oflice.

The Minister for Works: Negotiations are
afoot for us to take over that work.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: YWhat excuse was
there for setting it up in the beginning?

The Minister for Lands: The arrangement
has been in operation for six or seven years.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: It has not heen
in operation for four vears. T brought the
matter up in Farliament myself.

The Minister for Lands: Why did you not
stop 1t?

Hon. A, McCALLUM: We did our best.
Here is an opportunity for our representa-
tive at these conferences to secure economy.
The Federal people tell us our expenditure
rust come down and our taxation must go
p. We should reply “*You must effect thesc
ceonomies in order te help us to mect our
ghligations.” That is the stand the State
should take up. What do the Federal auth-
orities want with a railway department?
Could not onr department run the Trans.
continental line as far as the border, and the
fonth Australian railway department take
it over in their territory? The work would
be done far more efficiently than it is heing
done to-dav from a centre sitnated in Mel-
Lourne.

The Minister for Lands: They wounld want
us to wake good the defieit,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: This is only a
nuestion of control, a question of doing away
with a highly expensive staff and huge fravel-
ling expenses.

The Minister for Railwaxs: The manage-
mment is in Melbourne. Thev never see the
railwayv.
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Hon. A. McCALLUM: In the newspaper
ibe other morning 1 saw an article wntten
by Sir Hal Colebatch dealing with the De-
purtment of Patents. He pointed ount that
prior to Federation the aggregate cost of
the (epariments in all the six States was
only £700 a year, but that under Common-
wealth rule the cost was now £54,000. The
Federal authoribies want £350,000 to shifs
everything from Melbourne to Canberra.

Hon. P. Collier: And when they get there
they will want to enlarge the golf house,

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Here is the Pre-
mier’s opportunity, Instead of aecepting so
much dictation at the hands of the Federal
Giovermment, he shonld say to them, “The
people cannot afford te meet these obliga-
tions, to carry these frills and flounces sur-
rounding your Government departments.
We insist upon their abolition, and upon
these functions being left where they were
before you entered the field.” By that means
2 huge sum of money would be saved.

The Attorney General: You will never
stop them from doing these things, while you
leave to them the powers they now have.

Hon, A. McCALLUM: I know that hoth
sides of Federal politics have had a desire
in that direetion. The ontstanding man who
has forced the pace is Mr. Bruce himself.
Each time he has been in office he has ex-
tended the principle.

The Minister for Railways: It has been
common with all Federal politicians.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: Mr. Brce outdid
evervone else. The Premier should take up
this stand at the next Premier’s conference.
This would give the States an opportunity to
get into fields from which they could expect
help in their financinl position.

The Premier: The Governments did pro-
fest, and an officer was appointed to go into
the question of duplicaiion and overlapping.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: I was amazed to
hear from the Premier that the two nominees
orf the Commonwealth Government on the
unemployment board have to approve
of all works that are ecarried on, nol
only out of the moner the Federsl
Government may grant, but also out
of money that belongs te the State
That information was gained only as the
result of a dirveet question punt by the
Leader of the Opposition to the Premier.
One would have thought that sueh an ont-
rage upon State authority would have heen
mentioned by the Premier in introducing
the Bill. The hon. zentleman did not men-

tion it; and, so far as the public know, he
has made no protest to the Commonwealth.

The Premier: Of course I have.

Hon. A, MeCALLCUM: That does not go
very far, We want the I'remier to pro-
duce his protest. He should have protested
again when introducing the Bill this after-
noon.

The Premier: MHow could 1 leave the
Loan Couneil to come here and protest?

Hon. A, MeCALLUM; T am not ralking
stupid nonsense. The expenditure under
thiz Bill has to receive the approval of twe
outsiders, two nominees of an outside
Government, It was left to the Leader of
the Opposition to obtain that informalion
from the Premier. In this ecountry’s his-
tory there is no preeedent for the exercise
of such an outside authority. What is the
use of our discussing this expenditure and
authorising it if outsiders have to approve
the expenditure and may nullify our de-
cisions? The position is that this Parlia-
ment may be over-ridden by two outsiders.
Where has Western Australian responsible
government drifted to? When does the
Premier propose to make a full stop? Ae-
eording to the Commonwealth, I believe,
the weorks must be “‘urgent, necessarv and
reproductive;” and two representatives
have been appointed by the Commonwealth
to ensure that. When it comes to Common-
wealth expenditure, however, the Federal
Government spend £2,000 on a golf house
in Canberra. What does our Premier have
to say to that? MMoreover, the Common-
wealth Government and Parliament are not
impartial in this regard. If State polities
suit them, they give certain concessions.
They pour out Federal money if it means
winning an election. An instance is the
way in which the Commonwealth Govern-
ment handed over to the Stevens Govern-
ment, who were holding office in 2
minority and had not received the endorse-
ment of the people, money to be spent in-
discriminately. \According to the ‘‘Balle-
tin’’ and other Sydney papers, the money
wag spent on building ericket pitches and
sports grounds. Anything to help Mr.
Stevens win the election! There were no
Commonwealth representatives to super-
vise that expenditure in New South Wales,

Hon. P. Collier: The Commonwealth
Government gave public funds for a
pelitical purpose. No other State had any
money made available to it at that time.
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Hon. A, MeCALLTM: Up to that time
our Premier had not received a penny from
the Commonwealth.

The Premier: No.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yet money was
being poured into New South Wales. The
Federal Government allowed themselves to
be made a foothall in the New South
Wales State elections. They distinetly
took sides in those eleetions. That kind of
thing should nof be permitted. Apart
from outside control over our expenditure,
there have been complaints for years past
that this Parliament is losing control over
the money it votes. That complaint was
frequently made when we were in office.
However, I do not think we were ever
guilty of starting works without Tarlia-
mentary authority. The work in hand on
the Causeway, aceording to the Minister
for Works, ig being financed from money
whieh this Parliament had decided should
be spent in other directions. Suech con-
duct in a private business would result in
drastic action being taken. The Minister
for Works proposes to spend £22,000 on
the Causeway. The Premier said just now
that the authority over expendifure for
nnemployment relief was the same as the
anthority over expenditure by the Alain
Roads Board.

The Premier: I did not mention the
Main Roads Board.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: it was said. The
Commonwenlth has to approve of the pro-
gramme of work to be done. At every con-
ference we protested: and the hon. gentle-
man himself joined with Mr. Collier, who
was then Premier, in a felegram to the
Commonwealth Government saying that it
we were relieved of the Commonwealth re-
strictions we eonld make better use of the
money. We kept on protesting, and at the
last conference atfended by ocur leader we
suceeeded in having the restriction removed.
The Senllin Government removed i, where-
as we could not induce the Bruee-Page Gov-
ernment to do so. However, the political
colour of the Commonwealth Governmeni
kas changed since then, and the principle
of Federal control over Sfate expenditur:
has been re-intreduced since we left office.
This Parliament has not approved of the
work on the Causeway. The money heing
spent on that work belongs to the traffic
pool. I was rong up by the secretaries of
two local governing hodies in my distriet
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and told that the Minister for Works haa
said the local governing bodies approved of
his proposal to take the money for the build-
ing of the bridges out of the traffic fees, The
two seerefaries said that their beards had
protested against this being done. The Min-
ister is defying Parliament. Money that
Parliament voted for use in one direction is
being used in another direction by the Min-
ister for Works without any avthority what-
ever, without Parliament or those who sub-
seribed the money oven being consulted,
This Parliament is being undermined and be-
littled. Everything is being done fo thwart
the authority of this Parliament over the
expenditure of moncy paid in taxation, I
did hope that the Premier in his speech this
affernoon would give some information as
to the Government’s policy for helping West-
ern Australin and this Continent—the State
cannot go alone—out of the troubles they
are in. But we have heard nofhing on that
aspeet. TIs it in the mind of the Governmeni
that the people are to settle down perpetu-
aily to part-time work at £1 a week over
sustenance rates? Have the Government no
poliey beyoud that? Has the problem been
discussed by the super Parliament which the
Premier attends so vegularly? Has that
super Parliament offered any suggestion as
ro what should be done? TIs there nn policy
except to cut down wages and abolish sociai
sarvices? What is in the Premier’s mind?
What has become of all the electioneering
promises made by the Government 2% years
ago? I do not think my memory is deceiv-
ing me when I say T remember having either
read or heard of the present Premier making
a promise that if returned to power he would
find work for all.

Mr, Marshall: Happiness and prosparity
for all.

Hon A MeCALLUM: I object strongly to
the principle that before anyone can et
work he must prove that he is absolutely
destitute; must prove that neither he nor
his family is possessed of a shilling. The
other day there called at iy honse a man
over 60 years of age, one of the early pion-
eers of our goldfields, Tle cried in relating
the inquisitorial examination to which he
had had to submit from an underling, a
petty clerk. This old nioneer had been com-
pelled to lay hare all his domestic affairs
and responsibilities, what money he pos-
sessed, what property, what eclothes, in
order to collect a paliry shilling a day.
What a humiliation is that to impose upon
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citizens of. this State! That is the basis of
the scheme of work provided by the Govern-
ment, for which we are asked to vote money
this evening. The Government ask us to
agree to the degradation of men and women
who have to prove themselves paupers be-
fore they can get a job. What effect does
the Premier think that sort of treatment wiil
have on the morale of the people? Yet that
is the sort of indignity our people have to
submit to every day. A little while ago we
went to the Premier and asked that, in the
cvent of & man having to leave his home in
the metropolitan area and take work in the
eountry, sueh a man should receive a little
more than £1 per week over ordinary sus-
tenanee rates. No one will argue that £1 a
week wifl recompense a2 man whe has to
keep two homes going. If a man is at his
own home, there are any number of little
jobs that he ean do, such as collecting fire-

wood and so forth, He can also get
an  odd day’s work here and there.
It i5s impossible for him to do that

sort of thing in the ecountry. DBut the
Premier will not listen to anything apart
from the £1 a week above sustenance basis.
He produces figures compiled by the depart-
ment cstablishing that at the Myalop Comp
» man cannot he fed at under 15s. a week.
Surely if a married man has to leave his
home, he cannot expect to feed himself in
the eountry at less than it eosts a single
man! In those eircumstances, surely a little
more than £1 a week above sustenance rates
should be made available.

[3fr. Angelo took the Chair.]

The Minister for Lands: If sueh a man
has a home in the city, he can go back thers
in his spare time.

" Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I know that, but
such men are away for a considerable pro-
portion of their time. We have also put be-
fore the Premier the position of men who,
working under awards or agreements, have,
in past days, been paid penalty rates for
certain classes of work. For instance, at the
Fremantle harbour there are certain jobs in
which men have to work in salt water reach-
iner up to their knees. Evervone knows the
effeet salt water has on clathes and hoots.
Becanse of that, the Arbitration Court
award provided penalty rates for such jobs.
Tnder the scheme now in foree, so far from
wmen getting any additional payment to Te-
plaee hoots and clothing destroyed in sueh a

manney, they have to take their time off, and
ent it out. Standing idle will not buy boois
and clothing. Moreover, these men are
working part-time only.

Mr. Withers: If the men ask for any ex-
tra money from contractors, they are put
off.

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: But the men T
am referring to are employed by the Gov.
ernment and not by contractors. That is a
distinet disability under which the men are
Jabouring. We also asked the Premier that
on certain jobs a start should be made with
fuil-time employment in order to show a
willingness and a better spirit. Such a sys-
tem would certainly have the effect of re-
ducing costs. As the Leader of the Opposi-
tion indicated, the cost of mueh of this work
has been phenomenal, and it could not Le
expected to he otherwise. If men on many
of these jobs were given full-time, it would
not only reduee the cost but would help the
men to replenish their clothing and domestiz
requivements in thetr homes. Some of these
men have been out of work for two or thres
vears. They have exhausted all their re-
serves and are now destitute. If they weve
ziven a little full-time, they would have an
opportunity to replenish their supplies. In.
stead of the position having improved, as the
Premier keeps on saying it has, the fact is
that it has been continually getting worse.
The figures for unemployment for the last
quarter show an inerease in Western Aus-
tralta from 28.6 for the previous quarter Lo
30.1 per eent.  When the Premier tooi
office from the Labour Government, Western
Australia had the second lowest percentage
of unemployment in Australia. To-day it
has the second highest percentage. The
other States have had the same problems
confronting them, and in the Labour
Government's time the pereentage «f
unemployment was 8.5. Now the Mitehell
Government are in power and the pereentage
is second only to that of New South Wales,
whieh has 33.2 per cent. That is what the
present Government have achieved. I would
remind the Premier that last session he ook
advantage of some figures quoted by the
Leader of the Opposition regarding unem-
ployment. I want to point out to him that
those figures did not include part-time
workers, but merely those who were abso-
lutely unemployed.

The Premier: What figures were they?

Hon. A, Mc¢CALLUM : The Common-
wealth Statistician’s figures for the 30th
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June last. Western Australia has more part-
time workers than any other State in the
Commonwealth. Ours is the only Govern-
ment that has made part-time work uniform
throughout industry. Ours is the only Arbi-
tration Court that has made part-time work
uniform, and our trade unions are the only
ones that have almost wholly adopted that
system.  Thus, proportionately, part-time
workers in this State are more numerous
than in any other part of Ausiralia. In
respect of fully employed men, the Premier
is second only to the awful Lang! Lang is
the only man that can beat the hon. mem-
ber.

Hon. M. F. Troy: They have a similar
make-up.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: That is the posi-
tion. The Premier iz always boasting that
he makes available sustenance rates above
those provided in any other State. He is
paying 1s. a day. Al T ean say is that that
amounnt is too little to live on and toe much
to die on. Tt just ahout keeps a man exist-
ing. The figures T refer to show that ap-
proximately one-third of the workers of
Western Australia arve totally unemploved.
The position has heen going on year after
year, and the Premier must know the posi-
tion of the grent majority of our people,
particularly of the younger men. Their
parents have exhausted all their reserves.
A number of families are eompelled to live
in the one home now, The standards we were
able to boast about a few years ago, have
gone, Notwithstanding that, the Premier, in
statements made here and in the Easterm
States, classes the men who receive £1 a week
above sustenance rates as heing employed.
All the figures he has published sinee then,
have included such men among the employed.
I have an instance I ean quote. I received
a letter during the last day or two, and the
position it discloses is typical of a large
number of married men. Here is a man
who has four children. He has two of his
sons working, and beeaunse of that fact he
has heen denied snstenance. Being denied
that, he is also denied work. No man can
get a Government job unless he is on susten-
ance. As a result, these two boys have to
keep a family of six. One is quite a young
lad and is getting 15s. a week. Those two
boys have to keep their parents and the two
younger members of the family. Despite
that, we read the Premier’s homily the other
day when he lectured some young men and
asked why they did not get married! The

position under the scheme is amazing. For
some days past we have had the papers pub-
lishing big headlines over statements about
the thousands of additional men that ave to
be employed. During the Jast 12 months we
have read statements of that description and
lately we have read that 12,000 men, or
10,000 men, or 8,000 men are to be employed
by the Government. The other morning the
“West Australian” published a  statement
that £33,600 bad Dbeen =zet aside for 1e-
forestation work, which would provide for
1,100 men for a period of fomr months.
That means that during that period 1,100
men will be working for £7 a month. That
is the level to which the Premier is sen-
teneing those men! Yet he boasts under big
headiines of finding work for 1,100 men at
£7 a month—a blackfellow’s wnge, The
figures I have quoted are under the Premier's
own scheme. Then there is the ¢lanse retat-
ing to contracts to which the Leader of the
Opposition has already referved, but the
Premier has gone further than that. A new
subelause has been added as follows:—

The Minister reserves the right to deduct
from any moneys due or io beeome due under
thiz contract, any amount that may be owing
by the contractor to any State trading con-
cern for any material or vequisites purehised
for use on this contruet.

What would have happened had a Labour
Government done that? What would have
happened if we had included a elause in
Government contracts setting out that pre-
ference of emplovment had to be given to
unionists? Had we attempted to dictate even
to that extent, what would have been said?
But the present Govermment say that not
only ave thev to insist that every man they
employ must first of all prove to officials
that ke is destitute and absolutely poverty-
stricken, but they are determined to see that
that applies to evervone employved hy pri-
vate enterprise as well as by the Govern-
ment. That is the level to which the Govern-
ment are foreing the community. Men must
be foreed to the point of destitution before
they are permitted to get work.

The Attorney General: Is it wrong to pre-
fer to give work to the destitute vather than
to a person who is not destitute?

Hon, A. McCALLUM : It iz absolutely
wrong that a man who was careful when he
was in receipt of a fair wage and was able
to save and keep his family in decent com-
fort, should be denied the right to get work
until he had proved that he had spent every
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penny he possessed. It is wrong, degrading,
callous, contemptible; there is nothing too
bad I can say about it. The Attorney Gen-
eral should he ashamed to be a member of
the Government that does these things,

The Attorney General: And you should
be ashamed to talk such drivelling rubbish.

Hon. A. M¢CALLUM: I am ashamed of
what your Government ure doing, denying a
man employment until he ean prove that he
is guite destitute.

Mr. Kenneally: The Minister is glorving
in it.

The Attorney General: I say it is right to
give a job to o destitute person hefore giv-
ing johs to those who are not destitute,

1ton, A, McCALLUM:  You mean that
von will foree evervone to that level helore
vou hand out jobs. That 15 what vou are
stunding for, and vou seem proud of it, The
three vears during which this Government
will have Feen in office will he a record for
all time of the reduction in the standard of
living which the pecple in this eountry have
suffered.  This Government have been hoard-
ing moncy, We have it on the evidenece of
the Minister for Works, At a depulation
that waited on lim the other dav he con-
fessed that he had £24000 available for ex-
penditare vut of the 22} pur cent. for main
voad repairs, £24,060 that he had not =pent.
but hud hoarded up while men and wowmen
in this country had gone hungry. He boasts
ol it, and says he is going to put the £22,000
whiclh he will zet out of the same souree this
vear apart for some other work. But the
12 months that have gone by for hungry men
and women do not count with him. The Min-
ister boasts that he has reorranised the Pub-
lic Works Departmment. He says he has not
been ahle io spend this money. He has so
reorganized the Works Department, that he
has reorganised it out of activity, and he
cannot spend the money. Men and women
have gone hungry while he has boarded up
£24,000. That is according to his own state-
ment. No one knew that until the vear was
up. But what does he think of himself,
when he has lad deputation after deputa-
tion clamouring for work, and he has =at
down on that £24,000, saying that he did
not have the money. He has beld on to thati
and refused to spend it in the provision of
work o as to allow men to earn foold and
clothing for their families, I hope that
when other Ministers speak we shall he given

more information. Very little information
has heen vouchsafed to us ahout these works,
We are entitled to have it. I should like to
hear a good deal more about the financial
position generally, We are entitled to have
from the Premnier some declaration of policy,
and te have from him the views of the Pre-
niers’ Conference as to how Australia is to
wet out of her present diffieulties. I want
to put this to the Premier: We passed the
einergency legislation that cast obligations
on certain people, reduced wages and cer-
tain interesl rates, hut the hanks would not
llave the law applied to them. In the end
the Government accepted an amendment hy
the Leader ot the Opposition that placed
i their hands the power to compel the banks
to fall into line with the reduction of in-
terest that had Dbeen agreed to in the emer-
gency legislation. But the banks have not
fallen into line. Instead they have made
hundreds of thousands of pounds out of the
emergency legislation. They have reduced
the rate of interest on money paid on fixed
deposit to them, on the money they have
borrowed, but on the money they lend to the
public they have not reduced the rate ot
interest., So they are making a huge profit
out of the financial emergeney legislation.
Although the Government would not amee
to go to the lengths to which we wrged thews,
rhey accepted the amendment that if the
banks did nat fall into line they, the Govern-
ment, wounld have power to make them do so.
But the Government have refused to exeveise
that power. Everybody in the Common-
wenlth is complaining that the banks are the
ounly people allowed to eseape the emergency
legislation. 1 should like to know what the
Ctovernment are doing in this regard. All
the Governments have heen defied hy the
barks, and have not had the ecourage to
apply the power vested in them. T hope the
Premier will give us a declaration as to what
he thinks should be the policy for this voun-
try in order to get out of her present trouble.
I know that the member for Nediunds {Mr.
Keenan) when he broke away from the Cab-
inet, had no misgivings. I listened to the
speech he delivered in Nedlands when he said
that if the Premier had a policy he kept it
strictly secret to himself, that no member of
Cabinet enjoyed his confidence, and no one
koew whether the Premier had 2 policy.
Jf the Premier has not a poliey, surely the
Premiers’ Conference should lay down one.



46 [ASSEMBLY.]

I ask the Premier whether it js accepted
by the Dremiers of the various States that
the only Australian creditors not to be called
upon to make a sacrifice in the interests of
Australia are those who live overseas. With
the exception of the banks, every Australian
creditor inside Australia has had to make
sucrifices, hut those overseas have nat-had to
make any sacrifices, A eouple of years ago
! delivered a speech in the House drawing
attention to the difference in the way Ling-
Iand had treated Australia and the way she
had treated her other allies in respect of wur
debts. Some of the ficures I used were ques-
tioned. Since then they have heen given by
Mr. Chamberlain, the present Chancellor, in
the House of Commoéns. He used the figures
a few weeks ago and so preved tkay the
fimures I used were correct. They were us
follows;—That England has remitted the
war indehtedness of France to the extent «f
G2 per cent., of Ttaly 86 per cent., of Rou-
mania 63%) per cent., of Greece 68 per cent.,
and of Juge Slavia 6734 per cent. In
&l she has written off a thousand millions
nf monev to those allies, while Ausivalia has
heen called upon to pay 20s. in the pound,
And again, while we have heen prepared to
pay with our goods, England now demands
that we should pay in our gold.

The Premier: We are not paying interest,

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: That is a mere
quibble; it is only heeanse of the Ioover
moratorium that that is so. And that has
heen only during the last vear. The point
is that while we have to pay 20s. in the
pound, this huge amount has heen written
off for the allies. .And in respect of Russia
even, Russia that confiscated all English in-
vesimenis and repudiated her war debt, Eng-
Iand has been purchasing Russia’s wheat and
timber and fruil in preference to Austra-
lia’s fruit and timber and wheat, merely be-
cause she ean get those thinzs cheaper from
Russia. The war cost Australia £744,000,000,
of which we have paid £371,000,000 out of
revenue. Tt is not easy to estimate what the
war is costing Australin to-day, because a
great deal of our difficulty is due to what we
paid out for the war. During the last few
weeks Germany has heen forgiven her war
debts, but Australia is still staggering under
the huge war expenditure we were put to.

The Premier: T am afraid Germanv hns
rot yet heen released.

Hon, A. McCALLUM: Well, that is the
proposal England has agreed to. And the

Germans are still divided amongst them-
selves as to whether they will pay anything
at all, even their private debts. Germany iz
talking of repudiating, not only her war
debfs, but her private debts. However, the
allies know that they cannot get any more
reparations from Germany, and so they have
virtnally  forgiven ier her war debts.
Whenever this position as between England
ai:d Australia is mentioned, it is always said
to be impossible to negotiate with the scores
of thousands of bondholders interested. But
as I have said in this FHouse before, there i3
a precedent in history where two Govern-
ments have negotiated and come to an agree-
ment, and have passed legislation binding
their wnationalists. So theve is nothing to
prevent the Government of this continent
approaching the Home Government with
view to securing some relief for Australia.
Rut what are we hearing from those that
are controlling ns and dictating to us? Al
they seem to say is “Cut down certain
gocial services.” Now they are even arguing
about a further cut in old-age and invalid
pensions and in the mafernity allowance.
They have eut wages everywhere and reduced
the standard of everybody in this commun-
ity, but of our huge indehbtedness overseas
w¢ do not hear a word. Is Mr. Broee at
Ottaws speaking with the auothority of the
Premiers’ Conference?

The Premier: We had nothing to do with
Ottawa.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: If this Premiers’
Conference, this super-Parliament that has
imposed itself on the Parliaments of this
couniry, have not got a policy, does the
P'remier tell us they have not discussed it
with a view to lifting Australia out of iis
prezent difficnlties? Are we to understand
that the Premiers’ Conference never dis-
cussed Otfawa, that the Premier himself does
not know what Mr. Bruee is advocating at
Ottawa? Ave we to understand that all they
had to promise was that from now on the
workers of this country wonld have to sub-
mit for all time to this sustenance system?

We have responsibilities to the people
here, just as the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment  have. They look to the Pre-

mier as well as to Mr. Lyons, and the
Premier owes .a responsibility to them.
i am very much disappointed indeed, and
although in the years gone by, and even in
the immediate past, it may have been cus-
tomary for a Supply Bill to be allowed to
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go through as a maiter of form, in the
existing cirenmstances Parliament should in-
sizt upon a thorough investigation hefore
passing it. We shonld bring to bear the
combined wisdom of Parliament, and not
accept this dictation from outside; we should
insist upon the rights of Parliament being
observed, and exercise full control aver the
expenditure we are asked to sanction,

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland} [8.453]: The Supply Bill affords
the onlyv opportunity we have to rediscuss
works before they are undertaken. The
Annual Estimates do not give us that op-
portunity. By the Supply Bill we aunth-
orise the Government to proceed, and when
the lstimates are produced, the works, in
a mumber of instances, are actually pro-
ceeding, and Parliament has no oppor-
tunity to reform the foundations upon
which such, works are being constructed.
Therefore I feel that owing to the ecritical
position of the State and the condition
of the unemployed, we must take this op-
portunity to disecuss works actually in pro-
gress and works contemplated as a result
of the money made available by the Loan
Council. I do not wish to repeat what has
been emphasised regarding the growth of
unemployment. The member for Sonth
Fremantle (Hon. A. MeCallum) has piven
figures from the publications of the Cov-
ernment Statistician indieating that unem-
ployment is on the increase. I do not deny
that the Government have made some
effort fo cope with unemployment. True
the Premier has failed to fulfil his under-
taking given at the last election, but
though he has failed in that respeet. the
Government have done someihing to en-
deavour to cope with the problem. The
Government must appreciate at this time
that their efforts have failed, and that al-
though they have expended much money,
the number of unemployed has increased.
T appeal to the Government to mend their
way, (o profit from experience, to realise
that they have failed, and to appreciate
that the present svstem of employing sns-
tenance labour has not improved the posi-
tion of the Stafe, has not reduced the
number of unemployed, and is actnally
making the position worse day by day. One
has only briefly to analyse the existing
position to see the unfairness of it. As
has been pointed out, it is quite wrong to

say to a worker in the metropolitan area,
““You shall receive £1 over sustenanee and
may maintain yourself and your family in
the one home,” and then fto say to an-
other worker, ‘‘Your family shall be
divided; your wife and children shall re-
main in the home in the metropolitan area
and vou shall go to the country.”” There
is no justice in requiring one worker to
maintain one home in the metropolitan
arean while another worker is required to
maintain one home in the metropolitan
area and create and maintain another in
the country. I do not say that the £1 extra
is a rcasonable amount; I am discussing
the point of injustice. Why should one
man get £1 and have only one home to
maintain while another receives £1 and has
two homes to maintain?

Mr. Raphael: The Government do mnot
want the living wage; that is the trouble.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: A man’'s
clothing does not last as long in the ¢oun-
try as in town. The man in town has his
clothing looked after and mdintained by
experts at home, whereas the clothing of
the man in the country is neglected and it
is impossible to make it last as long as it
would if he were living at home. How
can we expect men to accept employment
in the country under such conditions? The
other day 12 men were called for by the
Town Clerk of CGuildford for railway
maintenance or veconstruction work at
Latham on the Wongan line. The unem-
ploved were told of the number required
and it was suggested that 12 should volun-
teer for the work. The Town Clerk could
not get one volunteer. He then prevailed
on the men te diseuss the matter with the
officer who had to make the final selection.
After the matter had heen thus discussed,
only three would undertake the work. 'The
nine men who refused the work returned
to Guildford and T got intoe boueh with
them immediately to ascertain their ohice-
tion to accepting the work in the country.
After disenssing the matier with them, T
could appreciate their objection. They
pointed out that it was betier for
them to remain in the metropolitan
area on the sustenance pav than to
accept the extra £1 per week. Some
of the men had tried it and had found that
work under such conditions resulted in an
ecenomic loss; they wonld really have lost
monev hy responding to the Governmeni':
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call. I want the Government to appreciaie
that difficuliy, and realise that it is useless
to attempt to continue along the lines they
have adopted. Tt has been suggested that
there =hould be associated with the eall for
volunteers for country work a measure of
compulsion, that men who refuse to acecept
work in the country should be denied sus-
tenance; in other words, that the women
and children should be penalised beeause the
men recognise the economic impossibility of
the conditions laid down by the Governmen:.

Mr. Raphael: Driving the women tu
prostitution!

[Mr. Richardson took the Chair.]

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not think
the nine Guildford men who refused the
work are likely to be denied sustenance. Tf
the sustenance payments werc withheld be-
canse of their refusal, it would he a down-
right public seandal, T do not believe that
the Government are likely to attempt any-
thing of that kind. I suggest that the Gov-
ernment try to introduce some other method.
T do not advocate and I do not think the
workers expect that one section of men
should be given all the work available. The
work should be distributed as far as possible
and shoutd be done on a hasig that will hetp
economic recovery, and the way to do it is te
send men to country work, pay them the full
basic wage for a stated period, and not limit
them to £3 per week.

The Minister for Works:
heing done,

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: Ne.

The Premier: Yes,

Hon. J. C.- Willeoek: Two weeks on and
one week off.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: You limit the men
to £3 per week just the same.

The Minister for Works: You are a bit
late. That has been adopted.

Mr. Kenneally: Not so.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If it is as the
Minister states, it is news to me. The iu-
cident of the 12 men at Guildford ocevrred
only 48 bours ago. They said they had been
told that they could remain until they had
accumulated sufficient money at £3 a week
o return home and take a period off,

The Minister for Works: Those men
would work five weeks out of six.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: The Minister
evidenily appreciates the wisdom of mv

That i1s what is

suggestion and says it is already in practice,
But there is a little eateh in it and 1 want
him to remove the cateh. I want him to
employ the men for a stipulated period.

The Minister for Works: We arve doing
80.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister
limits the men to earning £3 per week, and
immediately a man has accumulated a cer-
tain amount known as kitty, he must stand
down until kitty is exhausted.

The Minister for Works: Such a man
would do five or six weeks’ work.

Hon, W. D. JOANSON: I do not care
about that; it is not panning out in a way
that meets with the approval of the men,
and the inerease in the number of uneni-
ployed shows that it is not assisting the
State. It is of no use the Minister inferring
that the men ean earn what I want them to
be able to earn. I do nof want certain men
to monoplise the work, hut I want the work
regulated, not aceording to earnings, bhut ac-
cording to a period. Let the men work for
a given period at the basie wage.

The Minister for Works: That is what
they are doing.

Hon. W. D. JOHENSON: Then I take it
that the Minister approves of men being
cmployed for a period of, say, three months.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: What is the use
of sending men to Latham to work for five
wecks? It is ridiculous in the extreme.
There is no advantage to the State; it is
not improving the spending power of the
workers. Beeause of the limitation on the
spending power of the workers, the State
is getting no advantage from the txpendi-
ture of the money. The Government should
try out a new system. They should enmploy
men for say three months at the hasic wage,
let them live up to that income, allnw the
family to purchase some clothing, and then
by the distribution of the money in trade
and industry there will be quite a brighter
outlook in a short space of time. 1 submit
thut we lave experimented long envash to
realise that a change is necessary. We should
allow the men to go into the country and
work for a given period at the basic wage.
Thiz would be a means of resuseitating in-
dustry and making it possible for the work-
ers to buy the necessaries of life. Tt would
help the storekeepers, and circulate money
in a way that would do the maximum wmount
of good.
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My, Piesse:
money ?

. Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: 'The mnaney i3
here, but it is of ne advantage to the com-
nunify. It is being disiributed in o way
that causes it to do the least amount of good
for the State generally. 'The fact that men
have tried out this system in the country,
and are not prepared to undertake it any
further, is sullicient indication that =zome-
thing is wrong. Some of the finest men in
my electorate, men who were never out of
work but have been unemployed for 18
months, have discuszed this matter with me
within the last 48 hours. They have never
dodged work, but thex pointed out that this
system was of no advantage to them. Why
cannot the Govermment disenss it with them,
ond try to arrive at a basis that will appeal
to them and give hetter results than have
heen achieved up to now? [ endorse the
views of the Leader of the Upposition with
regard to  Harvey. Tt is scandalous that we
should he attempting lu do work under such
conditions. If we want the work done, let
us have it done in the right way.

The Premier: Do vou favour the bulk
Jumdling of wheat?

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSON: Yes.

The Premier: T thought vou objected to
machinery.

Hon. W. D. JOHXSON: I have never ob-
jected to machinery, but 1 have objected to
the control of machinery under our existing
social svstem, | do not object to the utilisa-
tion of machinery for the improvement of
the conditions of industry or the conditions
of mankind. It is wrong that men shonld
have to push barrows up grades in the ex-
cavation of drains, and follow obsolete meth-
ods when up-fo-date machinery is available
in the possession of the Government, hut is
allowed to He idle. The Supply Bill gives
us our only opportunily to discuss works that
are in progress. 1, therefore, wish fo dis-
cuss the reeonstruction of the Causeway.
The Minister for Works would lead us fo
believe that this work iz being doune from
some trust fund, The Government have no
authority to use trust money on such an
undertaking, particulavly when such Funds
are definitely earmarked for a specific pur-
pose. There is an Act of Parliament divect-
ing what shall be done with fraffic fees. The
Minister would have us believe that this work
is being done from thal souvce. That, how-

Where would yon get the

cver, cannot he so. He must be doing it
cut of money made available under the Sup-
ply Bil

The Minister for Works:
I repeat the statement.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The work is act-
ually in progress.  If the linister could
utilise the fund for this purpose, [ should
he ont of order in drawing attention to the
taet that this work is now going on.

The Minister for Lands. Then you are ont
of order.

Hon W, DU JOHNSON: 1 am not. The
Minister has no authorvity to do the work
unless he is anthorized nnder this Bill ta duo
it.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
224 per cent. of the trathe fees are set apart
for special works.

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSON: It is definitely
stated that the money must not be spent
within the metropolitan aren. 1f the Minis-
ter is spending this trust money, he is pen-
alising every country distriet. Fe said he
had consulted the loeal governing bodies.
The member for South Fremantle states that
some of the authorities were never consulted.

The Minister for Works: 1 only consulted
those out your way.

Hon. W, D. JOHXSOXN: Yon did not con-
sult them all.

The Minister for Works: The member for
Middle Swan can tell youn all about 1t.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister is
diverting country monex into the metropoli-
tan area. The Aet was amended by him,

The Attorney General: The Minister did
not amend the Aect,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: He amended it
to tighten things up.

The Attorney General: 1f was passed by
Parliament.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: He brought
down a Bill to provide for the disposal of
this 2215 per cent.

The Minister for Works: I did not intro-
duce that Bill.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: He brought
down 2 Bill arranging for the disposal of
that money.

The Minister for Works: I objeet,
not do so.

Mr. Kenneally: He was a member of a
select committee which recommended how
the money should be expended.

The Minister for Works: It was- passed
in 1929,

The traffic fees.

I did
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Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I know the eoun-
try distriets did not fulfil the eondifions.
‘T'he DMinister then brought down another
]l which was to be administered in a cer-
tuin way. He said that 22% per cent. of the
colleetions in the metropolitan area would
be spent in the country districis in the main-
tenance of main roads.

The Minister for Works: That happened
in the year before.

Hou. W. I. JOANSON: That trust fund
is made np of 2215 per cent. of the collee-
tions made in the metropolitan area, and is
earmarked for the maintenance of main
roads in the country. Certain amounts have
in be provided by country distriets ranging
from 10 to 22% per cent., which amounts
are added to the other 2214 per cent. The
Minister now suggests that this is the money
that is being used on the Causeway. He
Las no authority te yse that money in the
way proposed. If it is frme that he did
consult certain metropolitan authorities, it
is patural that they should agree to the
money being taken from the country and
spent within the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Works: I also consulted
the road board conference.

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: The only state-
ment from the Minister that T have read is
in connection with the conference of metro-
politan local authorities. I do not know that
any country districts were represented. T
assime that the metropolitan bodies would
grasp the proposal to bave this money spent
within their own area. Tt does not stand
to the eredit of the Minister or the Govern-
ment that a trust fund should be spent in
this direction. The fund was ereated by a
tax upon the users of the roads. We have
said to certain people that they must make
specific contributions to the revenme, and
that the money would be used for a specifia
purpose. We said that if they would find
the money we wounld maintain the roads for
them.

The Minister for Railways: Nothing of
the sort.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: That is what the
Act says.

The Minister for Works: The Main Roads
Act bas nothing to do with traffic fees.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: The 221% per
cent. has everything to do with the Act. The
trust fund created under the Main Roads
Aet represents money the Minisfer says he
js now using on the Causeway.

The Minister for Works: Trafne fees are
collected under the Traffie Act.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: The money is
earmarked for o zpecific purpose. He should
kave utilisea the undistributed portion from
last year on the maintenance of main reads
outside the metropolitan area, He has the
money in hand, but proposes to let the roads
go.

The Minister for Works: Oh no!

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: How are the
roads to be maintained?

The Minister for Works: They are being
niaintained.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: The Government
are taking this meney from the eountry dis-
tricts, and we have no gnarantee that any
other sum will be fortheoming in place of
that whieh is being expended. Not only
are the country distriets being penalised,
but those who have put up ihe eash for the
maintenance of the roads. We conveved
by statute the statement that certain con-
ditions shall prevail with respect to the
expenditure of that money. Not only are
the country districts being robbed of the
eapital expenditure, but we are robhing
the workers of their proportion of the cash
that is available. The trust fund is being
diverted from distriect to distriet, and is
being used to undermine the industrial
standards, This House surely will not
tolerate that kind of action by a Govern-
iment. Parliament must approve of any in-
terference with the fund. What right have
the Government to use trust funds for »
standard of employment below the recog-
nised standard in the metropolitan area?
Why should men work part-time so that
trust funds mav be utilised? T enter the
strongest protest against sueh adwninistra-
tion as that of the Minister for Works,
(Governments have no right to ignore Aects
of Parliament. Members now on the Gov-
ernment benches have little of that respeet
for law and order which they prefessed
when on this side of the Chamber. As re-
gards the 13-mile siding which has been
mentioned, T broke no Act of Parliament.

rovernments often do things in anticipa-
tion of Parliamentary approval, bui ne
such antiecipation would justify the breach
of a statute; especially such a breach as
this, invelving standards of work and
wages. The statute I have in mind is com-
paratively reeent, and was amended very
reecently, so that the Minister has no ex-
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cuze for ignoring it. 1 join with other
members in protesting against dietation to
privaie employers by the form of Govern-
inent contract which has heen mentioned.
I want the Government to realise the in-
Justice thev are doing to thrifty nien who
saved money in the days when they were
earning, and who are now refused employ-
ment. It was bad enough to eonfine the
possibility of getting Government work to
men on sustenanee, I protested against
that. But now the Government are saying
to the private emplover, “*You szhall em-
ploy sustenance labour only.’” The man
with a few pounds, or a son or two earn-
ing a Tittle, formerly had no opportunify
of getting Government work, bat could get
private work. Now his opportunity of
securing the latter is reduced by the con-
dition recently introduced inte Govern-
ment contracts. The result is that every
man is being reduced to the lowest pos-
sible standard. Those who were thrifty
are now told, in effect, that they were
foolish to save money. The industrial
standard now being created is knocking
the spirit out of men and making women
despondent, and Heaven knows what the
effect on the children will be. Why should
not the Government profit from failure?
They should realise that, having new
money for new works, they should
establish the new industrial system which
i¢ needed in order to obfain satisfaction for
the workers and a wmaximum result in stahil-
ising the affairs of State. Workers on sus-
tenance have no encouragement under ex-
isting conditions to go to the country. Tha
man who has saved has little inducement to
go into the eountry districts, where there is
Imt slight opportunity of private employ-
ment. The slight chance there was in the
metropolitan area is being taken from him.
All such men are being reduced to the hasis
of the sustenance worker. There is no rea-
son in the world why the Government should
dictate to private employers, or take over
from them debts owing to the State trading
concerns. There has never been a word of
protest regarding this matter from the Em-
plovers’ Federation. Have the Government
discussed the matier with the Employers’
Federation and arrived at an understanding?

The Minister for Works: No, not at all.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Trades Hall
disecovered the new form of contraet hy ac-
cident.

B
—

The Minister for
adopted months ago.

Hon. W. D. JOFIXSOX: The exposure is
a good thing for counfry members. How-
ever, since public attention has heen drawn
io the matter, there has been a significant
silence on the part of the Press. The Press
has little to say on the action of the Govern-
ment in dictating to private employers what
men they shall employ, and for what hours
and at what wages. That condition of
things, unique in the history of Western
Anstralia, is not exposed by the Press; anid
the FEwmployers’ Federation, whose Lunction
is to wateh affairs of this kind and to safe-
guard the interests of ihe employing eclass,
have nothing to say on the subject. Why
this marked silence?

The Minister for Works: The employers
arc most concerned for the interests of the
State just now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: This is playing
vight inte the hands of those who are d..
sirous of undermining the basic wage amd
industrial standards. There is eollusion be-
tween the Government and the private em-
ployers to bring the latter into line with the
Government. The Government have had a
run for a yeéar or two in employing men
under disgraceful conditions. ot satisfied
with bringing some men down to the level
of sustenance workers, they are now dic-
tating to private employers, or working with
them, to bring the general standard down to
that level. If Government contraets for
Government work ean dictate to private em-
ployers what shall be paid to men or women
employed, where is the thing to stop? Is it
limited now to fwo or three firms, or is it
weneral in the metropolitan area? 1f it is
limited to-day. where will the limit be to-
morrow ? If the svsiem is tolerated at all,
where will it stop? I want hon. members
sitting behind the Government to appreciate
the danger of introducing a practice of thiz
kind; and I trust that as a vesult of the de-
bate the Government will reconsider the
matter and withdraw those conditions of
contraet, so that the general standard can be
maintained by the private employer. One
would assume that the private employer was
anxious to maintain a reasonable, recognised
standard of wages and of living. It is to
his advantage that his employees should en-
joy a reasonable standard of comfort. Yer
we find the Government reducing enormousl:
the earning capacity of the emplovees of

Railwavz: [t wus
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private employers, and private employers
never entering a protest. There must be some
collusion between some organised bodies and
the "Government to break down the indus-
trial standards existing to-day. The mem-
ber for Sonth Fremantle and the Leader of
the Opposition have emphasised what has
heen done to reduce the standard of living
of the workers of Western Australia, Tf we
tolerate these conditions of contract, a gen-
cral reduction of standards throughout the
State will ensue. T ask the Government te
consider whether they eannot grant more
tavourable conditions to the workers em-
ployed on the new works.

The Minister for Lands: We can oulv do
that so far as the money will permit.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The money ecan
be utilised on a different basis.

The Minister for Lands: By letting some
of the nnemployed starve?

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: No. I am firmly
of the opinion it would he far better o put
s given number of men to work for a cer-
tain period—I suggest three months—on the
basie wage. Let the standard rates apply,
and thus secure the veturn of spending
capacity to normal,

The Minister for Lands: And what would
von do with them afterwards?

Hon. W. D. JOIXSOXN: The men would
have to stand down for a given period and
then start again.

The Minister for Lands: Then they would
he in the same position.

The Minister for Mines: In a worse posi-
tion,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No.

Mr. Panton: They eould not be worse off
than they are to-day.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: A certain period
could be determined, and then the men would
have to stand down. If it were said that a
wan could work for three months and then
would have to stand down for a similar
|eriod, possibly his position would be worse
than it is to-day. I recognise that there
must be a break between the time a man
finishes work and when he starts again, but
that interim should be reduced to an abso-
Inte minimum. If men are to work, let them
earn the recognised wage for a given period.
Let the Government give that system a try-
ont and T am confident that the State will
henefit. By that means more contentment
would be evident in the eommunity and the
Government would unt be gnilty of flonting

industrial standards and awards to the ex-
tent to which they are Houted to-day. I
know the Government will say that they are
recognising awards where they exist. On
the other hand the Government have intro-
duced a system that defeats industrial
awards, The Leader of the Opposition has
nlrendy pointed out the extent to wwhich
piece-work is operating to-day. That sys-
tem does not permit a worker to enjoy the
basic wage in return for his labour. All
he ean do is to earn whit the price of the
piece-work will return to him, Something
of the sort has happened in the Premier’s
own electorate, within some miles of his owi
home. Men were employed there on road
work for rates ns low as 25s, a week. The
Premier will reply to that by saying that
the posifion was reclified. Some of the men
were working for 23s. to 30s. n week. Then
the engineer, ov ganger, in charge vealised
that the rate was too low, and that the
rien were not earning what the Government
permitted. So he inereased the wages by a
shilling or two. When, from experience, the
actual value of the work was determined,
and the proper wage was fixed, the work was
praefically completed.  When the aectual
value of the work was discovered, rates of -
pay were not made retrospective as they
should have been. The men enjoyed perhaps
a week only at the proper rate of pay; then
the work was completed. I submit to the
Gevernment that if they ¢annot make retro-
spective the rates of pay when the proper
payment has been ascertained, then they
should abandon piece-work under which sys-
tem they ave robbing the workers. One
would almost think it had been done delib-
erately, because the ganger who fixed the
price must admit that he erred in bis judg-
ment in partieular instances, On the work
T refer to in the Premier’s electorale, some
of the workers received as little as 25s. a
week, while others received £2 10s.

Mr. Kenneally: And they were men sccus-

‘tomed to sueh work all their lives.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They were men
who had been taken from the pipe track, and
were skilled in that particular elass of em-
ployment. Yet we find the Government are
extending this system. The workers eannot
he expected to go on indefinitely under such
conditions. They responded to the call of
the Government and undertook read work,
anticipating that they would receive the
standard rates of pay. Then they found
that pilece-work eonditions had bheen intro-
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duced with the results | have indicated. I
ask the Government to give this matter con-
sideration with a view fo aseertaining
whether an improvement eannot be effected.
L renlise that under existing conditions of
snstenance labour the results are not bene-
{icial to the workers or to the State. There
is a better way of attaining our objective.
L urge the Government t¢ appreciate the
lessons of experience, and effect an altern-
Lion so that better work may be achieved,
that more contentment may be in evidence
among the women and children, who will be
beiter fed and clothed, and that the workers
may be placed in an inproved position that
will not penalise the State to any extent.
This course may make the Government a
little poorer but the general community will
be the richer. 1t will give the worker in-
ereased spending power and ultimately will
prove of benefit to the State. We are get-
ting nowhere under existing conditions, and
T enter my most emphatic protest against
them.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[9.37): The unemployed on the goldficlds
are entitled to some consideration, In other
parts of the State the Government are pro-
viding nof only snstenance but work as well.
[ my electorate, people who are out of work
eannot secure even sustenance, while work is
out of the question. What does the Pre-
mier propose to do with the money he has
in hand for work in the Eastern Goldficlds
areas?

Mr. Panton: Pot it in a jam tin

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: It is all right
for the member for Leedervilie to talkk ahout
jam tins, because single men in his elector-
ate receive 7s. a week, whereas the single
men in my elecforate ean get nothing. The
same thing applies to the member for Guild-
ford-Midland (Hon, W. D, Johnson).

Hon. W. ID. Johnson: We do not get any-
thing in Guildford.

Mr, Panton: Nor do we in l.cederville.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: There are a
few destitnte people in my electorate, but
it is not the Government’s policy to provide
sustenance for married men, let alone for
single men. What do the Government in-
tend to do?

The Minister for Mines: You do not want
us to send eoals to Newcastle?

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The Premier 1s
spending money in the South-West.

-2

Miss Helian: He is not.

Mr. Withers: That would be a wise pro-
cedure,

Hon. .J. CUNNINGHAM: Notwithstund-
ing what the Governmnent huve done, they
are not giving satisfaction to the vepresen-
tatives of South-West constituencics, There
are upwards of 300 unemploved men in the
Eastern Goldfields distriet, particularly in
Kalgoorlie,

Mr. Wilson: Is that all?

Homn. J. CUNNINGHAM: How many are
there in vour electorate?

Mr. Wilson: There are 5,000.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Your people
regeive sustenance; mine get pothing. What
do the Government intend to do regarding
the 500 unemployed in Kalgoorlie?  Cer-
tainly bare sustenance was provided through
the municipal couneils and other authori-
ties, but even sustenance has been cut out
for the unemployed on the goldfields. The
Government have no policy for furthering
the gold-mining industry. I know the Min-
ister for Mines will say thai he has no money
at his disposal, and apparvently the Premier
will not make any available. As the value
of gold is £7 13s. 10d. per oz, the Minister
is quite happy. But in his eapacity as Min-
ister countrolling the people, I ask him what
he intends to do with regard to the unem-
ployed at Kalgoorlie who to-day ave living
on the charity of the local people? Tt is not
right that the Government should provide
sustenance for people in the metropolitan
area and not make money available to
give the upemployed on the goldfields the
right to live. I do not doubt the sinecrity
of the Minister, but 1 do not think he has
made sufficient effort to seewre money to
assizt the goldfields unemploved. T do not
want sustenance for the people in my elee-
torate, but T want them to ceceive a little
assistanee to enable them to go out and pros-
peet for gold, to liguidate their accounts
weekly and to enable them to Jiscover ineans
that will return revenue to the State. The
Minister is not prepared to do that, and
will prohably say that he i= waiting on the
doorstep of the Treasurer. who is not pre-
pared to provide money to enable the indus-
try to catry on.

The Attorney General: Is the gold-mimng
industry in trouble?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: It is the most
fiourishing industry in the State at present.
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At the sane time, there are a number of ex-
pevienced men wuo are prepared to go out
as prospectors, but they require a certain
amount of financial assistance. Last year's
Loan Kstimates confained provision for
£410,000 to enable the Government to make
a channel to carry water ont to sea frem the
Harvey distriet in order fo allow men to
erow swede turnips. I can grow turnips
stecessfully on fallow land-at Mnllewa.
Mr. Pavker: Why dow’t you de it?
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I do it while
the hon. member merely thinks it over. The
Premier and the Minister for Mines are most
anxions about the enltivation of eauliflowers.
What I wani to impress upon those gentle-
men is that there are opportunities for the
production of wealth by the assistance the
Govermnent should give to prospeetors.
But the Government are not prepared to
do that. The other day the Premier went to
Busselton for the week end. e wanfed to
have a look at the swede turnips on Group
38 or 39. I faney the Premier has had an
anxious time over the turnips and cabbages
down there, but 1 want him to visit the
goldficlds and have a look at those men win-
ning gold worth £7 13s. 5d. per ounce. Two
or three years ago there was an agitation on
the goldfields for a gold bounty of £1 per
ounce. Gold was then worlh £4 4s. 11d. per
fine ounee. To-day it is worth £7 13s. 5d,,
and the Minisier for Mines is not prepared
to make available money to help those pre-
pared to swell the revenue of the country by
winning additional gold. The Minister for
Mines realises that there are opportunities
for horing in respect of deep alluvial on
the Fastern goldfields. I have repeatedly
asked that money be made available for a
~urvey that wonld enable us {o determine the
position of those channels in which gold
may be won. The Minister has said that
when money is available he will be prepared
to assist those who will assist Chemselves.
But he has made no move in that direction.
Apparvently he does not realise that his de-
partment should take the lead and create
nitiative amongst those who are prepared to
win additional gold. I want the Government
to do something for the industry which
means so much to YWestern Australia, but
apparently  the I’remier thinks more of
orowing swede twrnips in the South-West
than of producing gold on the goldfields.
Another matter: Reeently 1 have found the

railway rolling stoek, not anly at Fremantle
hut at nearly every siding in the State,
almost blocked with machines that have been
rendered unseless. I am concerned about the
shifting of the next harvest. What is going
to be done? I know that if I appeal to the
Minister for Works he will tell me that he
has under cousideration a bulk handling
scheme,  But there are all those people who
are intimately concerned ahout the shifting
of the next harvest. At Midlaud Junetion
there is any amount of volling stoek, but it
has been returned to be reconditioned. But
the Covernment have no policy. There is
o money available, and apparvently they
are not concerned as to how the next hav-
vest is fo be shifted. Yet money is to be
made available for the reconditioning and
maintenanee of roads that will not be used
hecause people have not the money to run
their motor ears and motor trueks.

The Premier: Yet 32,000,000 gallons of
petrol were used last year.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: How much did
vou, as Treasurer, get out of it? Through
your Minister you are re-conditioning read.
running paraltel to voilways, and in addi-
tion you have to meet a deficit on railway
construction and the construction of rolling
stoek. [ advise the Premier to cut ont the
cxpenditure on roads parvallel to vailways
and to undertake the reconditioning of voll-
ing stoek.

The Minister for Works [t is vather iate
in the day io do that.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : Why, have vou
spent all vour money?

The Minister for Works: No, but the
money we are using comes ont of the petrol
fax, and must he spent on roads,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Then apparently
there is no money for the reconditioning of
rvolling stock, At Midland Junetion, at al-
most every siding and at all terminal points
the Minister will tind rolling stock hung up.
Yet we are told Ly the Premier that we
are going Lo have a record harvest. How
are we to eope with it, since the rolling stoek
is worn out and needs reconditioning? There
are out of employment men who could do
the job, but the Government are putting
artisans, painters and the like on road work
—men who are quite unfitted for the jobh.
The VPremier is spending money making
roads. The Minister for Works when speak-
ing on bulk handling will show the farmers
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that the system will =ave money for them.
But afterwards the Treasurer will bring
down a tax to take away the savings of the
people so as to provide sustenance for those
whom bulk handling will throw out of em-
ployment. I asked the Premier to recondi-
tion the road from Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie,
but he told me he had not the money avail-
able, and that as a matter of fact the road
was unnecessary as we have the railway ruu-
ning alongside of it. It would ecost £11,000,
but the Premicr said he had not the woney.

[afr. Stubbs took the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: We gave vou
£500.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : Which was only
enough to make a diversion round a rut.
Now we find the Premier most anxious to
carry out this road construction work so as
to absorb an additional 3,000 men. And all
these roads are running parallel to railways.

The Premier: Yet you want one from
Ccolgardie te Knlgoorlie.

Hon. J. CCNNTNGHAM: [ do not want if,
I put up the proposition to you, and you
senstbly deelined it. T want to see the money
expended where it will do the greatest good
for the greatest number. I am not asking
the Premier {o spend £11,000 on that work,
but I do ask him to recondition that road
sulticigntly tc make it passable.

The Minister for Works: That £50¢ should
be suflicient.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: You are thinking
abuvat Wryaleatchem, and those roads running
into Lulk handling silos that have not yet
been built, whereas I want something tan-
gible. 1 want the Premier to make available
money for the assistance of willing pros-
peetors. They offer our people looking for
zold up there ahout 7s. per week. I ask
the Minister for Mines how is a man to get
on with 7s, a week and two rabbit fraps,
whieh is about the Iimit available for pros-
peetors looking for geld? The Minister him-
self is prepared to de his best, but he can.
not get the money from the Premier. He
has not told me that, but I know it just the
came. Arve the Government prepared to do
something to absorb 500 people now out of
work but prepared to carry on the gold
mining industry? If I go to the Premier,
there is no 7s. a week for my men, not a
bob a day for them. In the metropolitan

area a man and his wife may receive 14s.
a week; on the goldfields a married couple
geb nothing, unless they are absolutely des-
titute, when they are paid out of a certain
fund. Tt would he interesting to know how
much money has Leen paid by way of sus-
tenunee on the eastern goldfields during the
last 12 months. The Minister will say that
single men should he able to look affer them-
selves. A number of people arrive by the
Trang line, having jumped the train; a
number of people blow into the goldfields
ifrom the wmetropolitan area, and from the
farming districts, but we cannot get any
money to help them. I advise those people
who are out of work in Kalgoorlie to ¢ome
to Perth and register in order to get susten-
ance. The Minister knows that the people
of the goldfields are charitable and gener-
ously disposed; they levy themselves to make
money available that the unemployed might
be fed, and thus the Government ave relieved
to that extent. That, however, is not right.
If the unemployed come to Perth and re-
gister, they ean obtain sustenance. 1 expect
the Minister to do something, but evidentiy
e is not preparved to do anything. Has the
Minister exhansted his vote? Ts money no
fonger available? Are net the applieations
from the goldficlds valid? Are not those
pecple honest and entitled to assistanee? Is
it because those people do not eome to the
metropolitan area aned demonstrate their hos-
tility, but remain quief that they are allowed
fo suffer and are given nothing? Years be-
fore the present Premier took office he made
a stutement that people out of work were
entitled to sustenznee, and employment must
be found for them, What is he doing? When
a single man eomes to the metropolitan area
the Premier is eager to shangbai him to
Harvey, to Moora, or to New Noreia to
work on road eonstruction. The roads must
hio reconditioned. But when it comes to re-
productive wark, the Premier is not pre-
pared to make money available. Previous
to 1923 we bhad an industrv in sandalwood.
In that year, restrictive legislation was -
Passed requiring pullers to obtain a license,
pay £9 per ton royalty and sell the wood
to approved firms, At that time the State
commanded 90 per cent. of the world’s
market for sandalwood, China being the
chief customer. The rovalty was increased
from 5s. to £9 per ton. The price to the
public was fixed at £1G per ton, less rail
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freight. What is the position to-day? As
a result of the enactment of that legisia-
tion, Western Anustralia has lost at lcast
45 per ceent. of the Dbusiness. At lsast
7,000 tons of wood is stacked at Fremantle.
1 should like to know the amount of roy-
alty paid on the wood since the passing of
that legislation.

The Minmister for Railways: You should
have found out in the six years you welu
kere during which the Aet operated.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I should like
o know what amount of royalty at £9 per
ton is outstanding on the wood puiled and
stacked at JFremantle.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The Minister made a
point at the last clection that the Govern-
ment had guaranteed for large amounts, the
companies handling sandnlwood,

The Minister for Railways: The guar-
antee still stands, unfortunately.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: T should also
like to know what finaneial backing the
State Treasury has given to the frms
operating as mounopolists in the industry.
Perhaps the Minister will make that infor-
mation available.

The Minister for Railways:
think it is worth while.

Hon. J. CONNINGHAM: I think it is,
T am not blaming the Minister for having

_introdueed the legislation, because Parlia-
ment absolved him by passing it. How is
‘it that South Australia has been able to
enter the market? How is it that Qiteens-
land is now operating in the market? How
is it that our trade has fallen from 90 per
cent. to 45 per cent.? Tf the Minister had
the industry at heart, he would reduce the
rovalty from £9 to £3 per ton. That would
facilitate sales, and give the pullers an
opportunity to supply sandalwood for the
overseas market.

The Minister for Railwavs: The royalty
is now on a sliding seale.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The Minister
has deprived this State of at least 45 per
cent. of the value of the industry. We used
to supply 90 per cent. of the world's re-
quirements, but as a result of the restrie-
tive legislation brought down by the Min-
ister, Sonth Australia now demands 30 per
cent. of it, and Queensland has hetween
714 per cent. and 10 per cent. of the indus-
try. Is the Minister prepared to reduce
the royalty?

I da not

The Minister for Railways: I have con-
sidered the matter sinece you first men-
tioned it, and decided not to do so.

Ion. J. CUNNINGHAM: That iz what
one would expeet. He has lost the indns-
try for Western Australia and allowed two
other States to come into it. Has he no
desire to remedy the evils for which he is
responsible ¥

The Minister for Railways: I do not admit
they are evils, and secondly I do not pro-
pose fo repeal the legislation.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: He has been
the stumlding block in the industry ever
since he had anylhing to do with it. I
should like to know how much sandalwood
had heen exported from Seuth Australia
prior to the introduction of the legislation
in question.

The Premier: South Australin did not
know she had any sandulwood then.

Hon. J, CUNNINGHAM: How docs the
Minister propose to provide a livelihood
for sandalwood pullers who can no longer
follow that occupation? I should like him
to lay ou the Table of the House a return
showing the sales of sandalwood oversea
for the last ten years. That wnuld show that
the industry declined from the time when
the legislation was passed.

The Premier: You kept it going for six
years.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM:
rmuade the contracts and of course is
luoking for the £9 royalty,

The Minister for Railways:
got.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: All we had to
do was to guarantee the companies to the
extent of £150,000, What does the Premier
propuse to do regarding the numerous inen
ont of work an the goldfields? Is he pre-
prared to treat them as unemployed men ave
treated in the metropolitan area? Is he
prepared to make available to unemployed
single men on the goldfields the 7s. per week
that is available to unemployed single men
in the metropolitan area? Is he prepared fo
extend to married unemployed on the gold-
fields treatment similar to that given i sueh
crses in the metropolitan area? What is he
prepaved {o do in order to aid the goldmin-
ing industry?

The Minister for Mines: Therr ara 0D
men ont prospecting with Government azsist-
ance,

The Premier
now

Which xon
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Hon. J. CONNINGHAM: The assistance
so far zranted for prospecting pnrposes is
ridiculously inadequate. Single men unem-
Ployed on the goldfields who are prepared
{o cadge a ticket to Perth and to hane
aronnd here for a few days become eligible
for susienance. Do the Government wish
to impase on the goldfields community the
additonal burden of mainfaining the uner-
ployed there? The Premier’s policy mmounts
to “Wark for all, moncy for no one”
There is also the matter of rceonstructing
the vailways.  Ave the wmilwavs to he
allowed to fall into such a state of disre-
pair as to be hevond vedemption? When
liztits are floated, the Government snarantee
in tho prospectus to enrry out certain works
with the proceeds, and to maintain those
works in a proper state of repair. We know
that =ome works are not heing kept in a
proper state of repair. There is the railway
to Northam, for instance; and there is the
Eastern Goldfields railway.

The Premidr: We have lots of men on
those lines bhallasting.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Only about
120 wmen. The sleepers turn-up and look at
the passengers. Those sleepers arve at least
18 vemrs old. There is no cohesion hetween
the dogspikes and the sleepers. It is not
my place to say that the lines arve unsafe fo
travel over, but the Government shoulil
investigate the position, especially on the
lowgada-Mullewa  section of the TWongan
Hills vailway. T speecially reruest the Min-
ister for Labour to give consideration to
the numerous men who are unremploved on
the goldfields, and who need sustenance be-
cause thev cannot obtain work.

Progress reported.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF COM-
MITTEES.

Mr, SPEARER: I desive to inform ho:.
members that T have nominatod the wmembe-
for Ga=coyne (Ar. Angeio), the member
for Leederville (Mr. Panton}, and the memn-
her for XNelson (Mr. .J. H. Smith) to he
temporary Chairmen of Committees.

House adjourned at 10.25 pom.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DOG OWNERS,
PROTECTION.

Hon. GG, FRASER asked the Chief Secre-
tary: As the nolice, “Beware of the Dog,”
does not protect from prosecution owners
whose dogs attack trespassers, will the Gov-
crnment introduce amending legislation to
give the required protection to honseholders
who display such notices.

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
Dog Act is adininistered by the loeal authori-
ties. TF these authorities submit a request
for an amendment of the Act on the lines in-
dicated, the matter will veceive full consid-
eration.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT,
WORES SCHEDULE.

Hon. Gi. FRASER asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, As no provision was made in the
schedule of works reeently published in the
daily Press for relief works in the areas cov-
ered by the North Fremantle Municipality,
Buckland Hill, Fremantle, and Melville Road
Boards, is it the intention of the Government
to draw up a further schedule covering those
areas? 2, 1f not, will 2 quota of unemploved
from each of those distriets be picked up for
work in the metropolitan area?

The CHIEY SECRETARY
No. 2, Yes.

replied: 1,

QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES.
RENT ADJUSTMENT,

E. H. HARRIS nasked the Chief

Secretiarv: 1, As the Land Aet Amendment

Act, 1931, provides for an adjustment -of

rents of pastoral leases in certain distriets,

Hon.



